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ARE YOU A BUDDING BILLY? 

Stage Door Theatre Company has announced that it is to stage a production of smash-hit film and 
musical Billy Elliot - and you can be involved. 

It will stage the play in collaboration with the Billy Youth Theatre, which takes the production to new 
audiences. It will be on stage in June this year at a Thanet theatre and could lead to a spot performing 
at the Billy Youth Theatre's West End Gala at the Victoria Palace Theatre, the production's London home, 
in July. 

Auditions for the production will be taking place on Sunday, January 17, at the Walpole Bay Hotel in 
Cliftonville. Anyone aged between 10-19 can take part and no experience is necessary. 

Registration begins at midday, but email stagedoor_enquiries@hotmail.co.uk to declare your interest. 


■ BY TOM BETTS 


YOU have just a little longer to sub¬ 
mit views on a document that could 
be key to Thanet’s future. 

Isle residents can now comment on Thanet 
council’s Core Strategy document until 
Monday, January 18. 

The extension gives people who haven’t had a 
chance to give their opinions extra time to do so. 

The Core Strategy document sets out targets 
for the district, covering housing, the economy 
and employment, Westwood and the towns. 

The consultation began in October and is to 
collect views on what is seen as the overall 
plan for Thanet until 2026. 

A council spokeswoman said: “An extension 
has been granted following the suggestion 
from a number of consultees and recognises 
the importance of this major new planning 
document that sets out how Thanet will 
change and develop until 2026.” 

To have your say, pick up a copy of the Core 
Strategy, or a summary version, from Thanet’s 
Gateway Plus in Margate Library or in other 
isle libraries. 

It can also be viewed online at 
www.thanet.gov.uk. Comments can be made 
online at www.consult.thanet.gov.uk. 

All comments must be made in writing and 
will be open to public inspection, so they can¬ 
not be treated as confidential. 

The document looks briefly at design, 
sustainable development and the future of the 
green wedges between the towns. 

Council leader Sandy Ezekiel said: “I’d like 
to thank everyone who has already taken the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 
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IN BRIEF 

Footprints in snow 
lead police to suspect 


Tell us where 
to spend cash, 
says council 

■ BY TOM BETTS 


TIME is running out for 
people on the isle to give 
their views on how the 
council should be spending 
its money for the next year. 

A new budget consultation called 
Your District, You Decide runs until 
Friday, January 15. 

In the next budget, the council will 
need to find savings of £1.8 million 
and it wants the public to be among 
those who decide how best to do it. 

Local people are being asked to pri¬ 
oritise a number of services that the 
council is not legally required to 
provide, listing in order the three 
they think are the most important. 

The list includes events, benefits 
advice, sports facilities, the Port of 
Ramsgate, tourism, supporting the 
voluntary and community sector, 
parks and open spaces, economic 
development and regeneration and 
culture and heritage, like the Winter 
Gardens and Theatre Royal. 

Money-saving 

The survey also asks for views on 
how savings could be made, with a 
number of ideas put forward. 

Participants can also put forward 
their own money-saving suggestions. 

A council spokeswoman said: “Last 
year’s budget consultation led to 
extra resources being put into waste 
collection and street-cleaning as 
local people said these were their top 
priorities. 

“People thought savings should be 
made by reorganising staff and 
sharing services with other councils, 
so the senior management structure 
was reduced, with a staff vacancy 
freeze imposed.” 

Thanet council is considering plans 
to share services with Canterbury, 
Dover and Shepway councils, with 



HERITAGE: Do you think that Margate's 
Theatre Royal should be given high priority? 

housing, waste and services such as 
IT, building control and revenues 
and benefits all being discussed. 

Officials at the district authority 
believe it could lead to savings of up 
to £3 million over the next five years. 

Martin Wise, cabinet member for 
finance and corporate services, said: 
“It’s really important that local peo¬ 
ple give us their views on our budget 
plans and where they want to see 
their money being spent. 

“It’s important to remember that 
we’re all facing a tough time at the 
moment, with everyone having to 
tighten their belts. Local government 
is no different. 

“We have to make savings like the 
rest of the country, but the difference 
is that people pay for those services 
through their council tax. 

“That’s why it’s vital that local peo¬ 
ple give us their views on how they 
want to see savings being made and 
which services matter most to them.” 

Survey questionnaires are online 
at the council website at 
www.thanet.gov.uk, or you can pick 
up a questionnaire from Thanet’s 
Gateway Plus or local libraries. 

You can also get a copy by phoning 
01843 577120 or emailing 

hannah.thorpe@thanet.gov.uk. 


POLICE officers traced footprints left 
in the snow to catch up with a sus¬ 
pected burglar. 

They followed footprints leading 
from the scene of a break-in at the 
Dane Valley Pharmacy in Upper 
Dane Road, Margate, on Monday 
morning. 

Officers were called at 1.50am, with 
the snow on the ground making the 
prints easy to see. A 38-year-old man 
was stopped in St Peter’s Road at 
about 2.15am and arrested. 

Cosmetics were taken from the 
pharmacy but recovered from the 
nearby Millmead allotments. 

The suspect has been questioned at 
Margate police station. 

Join gospel choir for 
fun and friendship 

A BROADSTAIRS Gospel Choir is 
being set up this month. 

Singers and musicians are being 
asked to sign up for the choir by 
emailing broadstairsgc@ ) tiscali.co.uk. 

A range of churches across the town 
are supporting the project, but you do 
not have to be religious to join. 

Dominic Wallace, who is coordinat¬ 
ing the group, said: “Apart from being 
over 18, the only requirement for 
singers is that they can sing in tune. 
They do not need to read music. 

“This is a great chance for people to 
have fun singing and making new 
friends.” 

Recycle cooking oil 
into clean green fuel 

ISLE residents are being encouraged 
to add a new, easy-to-keep, ‘recycling’ 
resolution to their New Year list. 

The Living Fuels company in asso¬ 
ciation with the county council is 
reminding people they can recycle 
cooking oil by taking it to the tip in 
Manston Road, Margate. 

One litre of used cooking oil - about 
a third of what you’d find in the 
average chip-pan - can be converted 
into a new green fuel called LF100 
and produce enough clean electricity 
to make 240 cups of tea. 




For information and advice on travelling in Kent and for 
all our traffic regulation orders, please see the Kent on 
Saturday or the Kent on Sunday or visit our website at 

www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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Councillors challenged 
to reveal what they do 



CHALLENGE: Film producer Christine Tongue has offered to film isle councillors at work for a new piece about Thanet 


'Show us all how 
isle will improve' 

■ BY TOM BETTS 

THE producer of a film about 
Thanet has issued local councillors 
with a unique New Year’s chal¬ 
lenge. 

Christine Tongue has offered to document 
what councillors get up to by filming them at 
work for a new feature she is planning. 

The Broadstairs film-maker, who was respon¬ 
sible for the popular Thanet On Film project 
that has packed the town’s Palace Cinema, 
said: “Our film shows Thanet both in its glory 
days, when our beaches were packed, and also 
how things declined in the 1980s and 90s. 

“Now we want to show good, positive news, 
real hope for the future. So we’re saying to the 
council, come and tell us how things are going 
to get better this year and we’ll put it in our 
next film.” 

Thanet On Film is being screened yet again 
this weekend, making an astonishing 10th week. 

The film, which includes footage of Thanet 
from the 1920s to the present day, was original¬ 
ly scheduled for a single screening at 
Broadstairs’s Palace Cinema in November last 


year but has been shown week after week to 
sell-out audiences. 

Ms Tongue says she is happy to hear from 
anyone, not just local politicians, who will 
demonstrate what they are doing or think 
should be done to make the isle a better place 
to visit and live in. 

She said: “We want more than vague promis¬ 
es. We want people to say this is how we are 
going to improve life in Thanet, to make the 
place a greener, more attractive place for both 
the people living here and for visitors. 


“Thanet has seen too many disappointed 
dreams and wild plans over the years. Our pres¬ 
ent film highlights what used to bring visitors 
here in their thousands - but also the things 
which have gone wrong or not happened. 

‘We want to hear from people who are going 
to make a real difference for the coming year - 
and the coming decade.” 

The final screening of Thanet On Film will 
take place at the Palace Cinema, Harbour 
Street, Broadstairs, at 5pm on Sunday. Phone 
01843 865726 to book seats. 


Crew lifted from 
wrecked yacht 

THE Margate lifeboat was involved in a 
dramatic New Year’s Eve rescue. 

Two sailors had to be taken to safety 
after the new 40ft vessel Justice ran 
aground on the Hook Sands, near 
Reculver. 

The men were heading for St 
Katherine’s Dock in London during the 
early hours of Friday, December 31, 
when they found the yacht listing by 45 
degrees in a stiff north-easterly wind. 

The Margate lifeboat was alerted and 
a Sea King from the Belgian air force 
base at Koksidje also flew over to assist. 

Once the lifeboat arrived on scene, a 
tow-line was passed to the yacht, which 
was soon refloated from the sandbank, 
but it had suffered structural damage. 

Belgian helicopter crew members 
picked up the sailors and transferred 
them to the QEQM Hospital in Margate. 

After being checked over, they were 
discharged. The yacht was later washed 
ashore at Heme Bay. 

Fewer cases of 
graffiti reported 

THANET council says the number of 
graffiti incidents reported has fallen. 

The number of reports between April 
and November 2009 had gone down by 
13 per cent compared with last year. 

The reduction is being credited to 
covert operations, educational work¬ 
shops, a graffiti database, street-art 
projects and a rapid-removal service. 

The graffiti database helps police link 
the culprit to the style and design of the 
graffiti and provides evidence for prose¬ 
cutions. 

To report graffiti or vandalism in confi¬ 
dence, phone 01843 577743 or email 
communitysafety @thanet.gov.uk. 


Jessica 'doing well' 
after undergoing 
double transplant 


Call for feedback 
on future of isle 

CONTINUED FROM FRONTPAGE 
time to get involved in this consult¬ 
ation. 

“The Core Strategy is a vital doc¬ 
ument for Thanet and I’m grateful 
for the many valuable comments 
and suggestions that local people 
have provided so far. 

“I’m pleased that we have been 
able to extend this consultation to 
ensure that even more people can 
contribute. 

“A great deal of work has already 
gone into developing the draft ver¬ 
sion of the Core Strategy and it’s 
very much the result of feedback 
that we’ve had from local people 
and organisations. 

“I now hope that even more peo¬ 
ple will take this opportunity to 
give us their views.” 

Drink-drive charge 
follows CCTV alert 

A CLIFTONVTLLE man has been 
charged with drink-driving after 
being stopped in Margate travel¬ 
ling the wrong way down a road in 
the early hours of Boxing Day. 

Vasile Mocanu, 23, of Edgar Road, 
was spotted at 1.45am by CCTV 
operators, who alerted police. 

Mocanu was stopped in King 
Street and allegedly gave officers a 
positive breath test. He is due in 
court on Tuesday, January 11. 


A YOUNG woman who had been 
waiting for a double lung transplant 
has finally had her operation. 

Jessica Wales (right), who lives in 
Westgate-on-Sea and suffers from 
cystic fibrosis, saw in the New Year 
recovering from the operation, but 
hopes are high that the operation 
has been a success. 

Jessica, 20, went into the operating 
theatre on Monday, December 28, for 
the complicated procedure. 

In the hours after it had taken 
place she was under heavy sedation 
but was taken off the ventilator on 
Sunday and was breathing on her 
own. 

On Monday she had “a good and 
stable day” and the young Chelsea 
fan even managed to get up out of 
bed with assistance. 

She had been ill in the run-up to 
Christmas and has waited four-and- 
a-half years for the transplant. 

Jessica has been a campaigner for 
organ donation charities and causes 
over the last few years, helping to 
raise awareness and thousands of 



pounds, despite having just 11 per 
cent lung function. 

On her Twitter page, Sarah 
Brown, the Prime Minister’s wife 
said news of the operation was 
“uplifting” to hear. Her own son 
James Fraser has cystic fibrosis. 

Jess’s situation has also caught the 
attention of celebrities such as 
singer Natalie Imbruglia and 
England and Chelsea captain John 
Terry. 

Follow the campaign at http:// 
twitter.com/savejess and you can 
send cards to Jessica Wales, do Live 
Life Then Give Life, PO Box 583, 
Epsom KT17 9HD. 
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Call to Mood donors 
as supplies run low 



Eurostar 'needs to work 
to rebuild confidence' 


A FORMER British Airways brand consult¬ 
ant says that Eurostar needs to work hard 
to regain the public’s confidence after the 
train breakdowns in the cold weather. 

Simon Middleton said: “All companies 
will, at one time or another, face a product 
crisis and let its customers down. 

“The most important thing is how they 
respond. Eurostar’s response was not good 
enough for the brand or its customers.” 

The chaos in the run-up to Christmas left 
more than 55,000 passengers stranded in 
France, Belgium, England and the Channel 
Tunnel itself. 

Passenger have been asked to write to 
Eurostar’s office in Ashford if they want to 
claim compensation. The address is 
Traveller Care, 2nd Floor, Kent House, 81 
Station Road, Ashford, Kent, TN23 1AP; or 
emailTraveller.Care@eurostar.co.uk. 

How to stay warm and 
safe during cold weather 

KENT Fire and Rescue Service is remind¬ 
ing people to take a few simple safety pre¬ 
cautions to stay safe during the winter. 

With temperatures remaining low, people 
often turn to open fires and other heat 
sources to stay warm, but fire-fighters have 
the following advice to prevent a blaze: 

If you plan on using an open fire, make 
sure your chimney has been recently swept 
as build-ups of soot and ash can cause 
chimney fires. 

When going to bed, householders should 
also make doubly certain that an open fire 
is either out, or pushed back into the grate 
and a guard used to prevent sparks hitting 
carpets or furnishings. 


■ BY MARIJKE COX 


VITAL blood supplies are at risk of 
falling drastically low - and the 
NHS is calling on readers to roll up 
their sleeves and help re-stock 
essential provisions. 

Health experts say the drop follows the 
severe weather which left many people unable 
to get to donation sessions. 

Accidents caused by icy pavements and 
treacherous driving conditions also meant 
additional supplies were used across the UK 
to treat casualties in A&E. 

The busy Christmas period was another fac¬ 
tor blamed for the decrease in donors. 

Claire Dolling, spokeswoman from NHS 
Blood and Transplant, said the festive season 
always led to a drop in donors but this year the 
problem had been even worse. 

“Because Christmas fell on a Friday this 
year, there were fewer blood donor sessions 
over the two-week period - six full days and 
two half-days instead of the usual 10 full 
days,” she said. “It’s vital that people continue 
to give blood - especially at this time of year as 
stocks traditionally take a drop. 

“Christmas can be a hectic time for many. 



With all the preparations and anticipation for 
the festive season, giving blood can fall down 
the ‘to-do list’. We are urging readers to think 
of others and give blood as it really does save 
lives. 

“Blood stocks have to be constantly replen¬ 
ished and we’d like to get more people regular¬ 
ly giving blood in Kent.” 

Donated blood - which is used in life-saving 
operations - cannot be stockpiled as the two 
components taken from it have short shelf- 
lives. 

Ms Dolling said: “Platelets - a clotting factor 
used to help treat leukaemia and cancer 
patients - last for just five days. 


“Red cells last longer, at 35 days, and are 
often transfused to patients suffering from 
severe anaemia or severe blood loss. 

“It’s therefore vital that both regular and 
new donors come forward to give blood and 
ensure sufficient blood is available for 
patients.” 

Ruth Greenaway, from the National Blood 
Service, part of NHS Blood and Transplant, 
said that although supplies in the county were 
not yet at rock bottom, the spell of severe 
weather had hit stocks. 

“The bad weather kept people from getting 
to their donation sessions,” she said. 

‘We can’t stockpile blood. Red cells only have 
a shelf-life of 35 days and platelets just a few 
days. People should make it their New Year’s 
resolution to give blood - it’s only once every 
16 weeks.” 

Ms Dolling added: “Giving blood is one of 
most selfless acts you can do to help others. 

“It takes less than an hour, is painless and 
you never know when you may need blood 
yourself. 

“Appointments can be made so you’re not 
kept waiting and many people fit it in on their 
way to or from work. 

“If it’s been on your to-do list for ages and 
you haven’t got around to it, tick it off today.” 

To find out how to become a donor, go to 
www.blood.co.uk or phone 0300 123 23 23. 


Fire crews rescue dog trapped for six days 


Wildlife park can make 
use of Christmas waste 

STAFF at a wildlife park have appealed for 
donations of Christmas waste for educa¬ 
tional projects. 

The Wildwood Trust, near Heme, is ask¬ 
ing for old wrapping paper and cards for 
craft activities at its education centre. 

Staff also want biscuit tins and clear plas¬ 
tic sweet boxes to use as storage for speci¬ 
mens and artefacts. 

Education officer Laura Hester said: “We 
want people to donate what would normal¬ 
ly get thrown away.” 


A FIVE-hour rescue by fire-fighters got 
Lucky the dog out of a badger sett just in 
time for Christmas. 

The 12-year-old Lakeland Patterdale cross 
had been stuck for six days before his dra¬ 
matic rescue on Christmas Eve. 

Lucky went missing on a walk in wood¬ 
land near the William Harvey Hospital in 
Ashford on Friday, December 18. 

Owner Sue Williamson said: ‘We searched 
for two days but had no joy. On the 
Wednesday we heard Lucky barking but 
had to leave him until it got light when the 
fire-fighters arrived.” 

Alerted by the RSPCA, crews from the 
Ashford and Larkfield stations and the 


urban search-and-rescue team used cam¬ 
eras and listening devices to find Lucky. 

Larkfield firemen cut down trees to make 
sure the area was safe and the crew from 
Ashford dug down to rescue the dog. 

Larkfield station manager Colin King 
said: “It took about five hours, but we’re 
delighted at the successful outcome.” 

Lucky was taken to a vets with dehydra¬ 
tion and a serious eye infection which need¬ 
ed an operation but was home by Sunday. 

Mrs Williamson said: “He has made a fan¬ 
tastic recovery, thanks to the fire-fighters. 

“We can’t get over how dedicated they all 
are and this has been a brilliant Christmas 
present for us.” 



RESCUED: Lucky is reunited with his owners 
after his six-day ordeal in a badger sett 
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PROFESSIONAL: Firefighters lift off the roof of the car during the demonstration in Canterbury city centre 

Haying victim 
of car accident 
an eye-opener 


■ BY NICK AMES 


JOURNALISTS often - probably 
too often - have to write about car 
crashes and the cliches come 
easily to the keyboard. 

“Emergency services rushed to the scene” 
is one, then there is “cut from the wreckage”, 
or “pulled to safety” before “condition is 
reported as comfortable/stable/critical” - 
which is usually the last readers hear of the 
victim. 

A cold day in the centre of Canterbury gave 
me the chance to see what it is like - without 
the pain and grief - to be the person at the 
sharp end of a road accident. 

The county’s emergency services wanted 
someone to play the part of a driver stuck 
behind the wheel of a crashed car while they 
demonstrated to the public how rescues were 
carried out - as well as explaining the dan¬ 
gers of drink driving. 

The road show, which involves firefighters 
and paramedics, has toured the county to 
drive home the safety message. 

After a short briefing I was wedged into the 
car which had been placed in Rose Square by 
Whitefriars shopping centre and a crowd of 
several hundred gathered round. 

One firefighter carried on a commentary as 
the team prepared. I was in the driver’s seat 
and the exercise started. 

A fire-fighter came to the window of the car 
and asked me how I was feeling. “Can you 
move at all?” he said. “Where is it hurting?” 

I had been told to simulate spinal injuries 
so I said my back and shoulders - he told me 
not to nod my head and just to keep calm. 

A crash helmet had been put on my head 
and a neck brace strapped to my torso. An 
oxygen mask was then put on me and a 
mock-up plasma bag strapped to my arm. 

Another fire-fighter then came into the 
back seat: “You’re in no danger,” he reassured 
me. “I wouldn’t be here if you were.” 

Just as I was getting used to it - and it 
wasn’t really claustrophobic - a microphone 
appeared under the mask and I heard the 
question “How do you feel?” 

“Err, well OK really, I know I’m in good 
hands. I don’t feel in danger, I don’t feel 
trapped or shut in, I’m just relying on people 
who obviously know their jobs.” 

A female Fire and Rescue Brigade mem- 
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To learn how fire-fighters and paramedics 
approach vehicle rescue operations go to 
www.yourkenttv.co.uk 


bers told me her job was to keep the victim 
calm by talking. 

“The person is obviously in shock, but my 
job is to keep on reassuring them,” she said. 

The voice behind me then said: “They are 
starting to cut the roof off, but sit tight, you’ll 
be okay.” 

An icy blast of wind assured me the car was 
well and truly cracked open, as the wind¬ 
screen was also removed. 

A stretcher was manoeuvered down the 
back of the seat and I was pulled on to it. 

“One, two, three four pull,” said a member 
of the emergency crew as I was pulled on to 
the stretcher, strapped up, and removed from 
the wreck. 

The whole procedure was remarkably 
smooth, and I never felt that I was in a prob¬ 
lem situation. I know it’s not real and I 
wasn’t hurt. I could hear, mostly, and see, a 
bit, everything that went on. 

I admired the way the crews, fire¬ 
fighters and paramedics carried out their 
tasks. It must be really grim when the victim 
has lost a limb or is close to death. 

But the professionalism they showed and 
their ability to communicate and reassure 
me convinced me there are probably no finer 
people in the world to be forced to rely on 
when your life is at stake. 


Actress Joanna 'national 
hero' for Gurkha campaign 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Steam engine to rescue 

STRANDED rail passengers were given a 
helping hand during the cold snap - by a 
steam locomotive. 

As heavy snow brought much of Europe’s 
rail network to a standstill, the Tornado 
steam train completed the route from 
London Victoria to Dover twice on Monday, 
December 20, carrying commuters left 
stranded by modem trains. 

The Tornado, a Peppercorn Class A1 steam 
train, now operates excursion tours and took 
a group of enthusiasts almost 20 years to 
build. 

It was unaffected by the icy weather and 
dropped passengers at various stations along 
the Network Rail main line before its arrival 
in Dover. 

Mark Allatt, chairman of The A1 Steam 
Locomotive Trust, said: “We were delighted 
she was able to brave the arctic weather to 
haul two of the few trains to run in Kent.” 


ACTRESS Joanna Lumley has been named 
as one of the Heroes of 2009 by The Daily 
Telegraph. 

The paper said she “became an established 
national treasure when she battled for recog¬ 
nition for the Gurkhas.” 

In salute an article stated “She has always 
held the regiment in deep esteem and affec¬ 
tion - her father, Major James Lumley, 
served in Burma during the Second World 
War with the 3rd Battalion of the 6th 
Gurkha Rifles - and she was outraged to dis¬ 
cover that Nepalese soldiers were denied the 
right to live in the UK. 

“She became the figurehead for the Gurkha 
Justice Campaign, using her intellect and 
elegance to bully, belittle and badger the 
Government into a policy change. 

“Her triumph has meant that those brave 
Nepalese soldiers who have fought for 
Britain across the globe, and who retired 
before 1997, will now be entitled to live here, 
along with their families.” 

Last month the former Absolutely 
Fabulous star sent “a blizzard of kisses” to 
Kent on Sunday and its readers for support¬ 
ing her campaign for the soldiers currently 
based in Folkestone and Maidstone. 


MILLS FURNISHING 

SALE NOW ON 


BARGAINS 

THROUGHOUT THE STORE 

Furniture, Beds, Carpets, Flooring, Soft Furnishing, 
Blinds, Household Linens 




Old Charm ♦♦♦ Collins & Hayes ♦♦♦ Derwent 

❖ Cintique ❖ Zerostress ❖ Sutcliffe 

❖ Nolte Bedrooms ❖ Celebrity ❖ Tempur 
❖ Hypnos ❖ Olde Court ❖ Sanderson 
❖ Villa Nova ❖ Adams Carpets 

❖ Ryalux Carpets ❖ Christy Towels 


88-102 High Street, Heme Bay 
01227 375609 www.millsfurniture.co.uk 
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New Year | 
New Course 
New Start ■ 


Courses Starting in 
the New Year at 
Thanet College 

Customer Service 

Counselling Nail Art 

Hairdressing office skins 

Assessor Training CLAIT 
Podcasting Accounting 
Catering Stage Craft 

For a list of all courses 
starting in 2010 call 
01843 605049 Or visit 
kentonline.co.uk/thanetcollege 
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yourweather 

^ WEATHER UPDATES 24 HOURS A DAY @ www. kentnews.co.uk 


SPONSORED BY 

norfolk 



SUNRISE SUNSET 

8.01am 4.02pm 

M00NRISE MOONSET 

10.25am 


MEDWAY 


DARTFORD 


THANET 


SWALE 


TONBRIDGE 
SEVENOAKS \ & MALLING 


CANTERBURY 


DOVER O 


MAIDSTONE 


ASHFORD 


TUNBRIDGE 
, WELLS 


SHEPWAY 


TODAY'S FORECAST 


Thur 

Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

Mon 

Ashford 

3°C 

2°C 

rc 

rc 

2°C 

Canterbury 

2°C 

2°C 

rc 

rc 

rc 

Chatham 

3°C 

3°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

Dartford 

3°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

Dover 

3°C 

1°C 

rc 

rc 

2°C 

Faversham 

3°C 

3°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

Folkestone 

3°C 

rc 

rc 

rc 

2°C 

Gillingham 

3°C 

3°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 


Thur 

Fri 

Sat 

Sun 

Mon 

Gravesend 

3°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

Maidstone 

3°C 

2°C 

rc 

rc 

2°C 

Ramsgate 

2°C 

2°C 

rc 

rc 

rc 

Rochester 

3°C 

3°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

Sevenoaks 

2°C 

0°C 

0°C 

0°C 

o°c 

Sittingbourne 3°C 

3°C 

2°C 

2°C 

2°C 

Tonbridge 

3°C 

rc 

0°C 

rc 

rc 

Tun Wells 

3°C 

rc 

0°C 

rc 

rc 


£& WEEKEND 
W HIGH TIDES 


Chatham 

Saturday 

7:00am 

5.3m 

Sunday 

8:11am 

film 

Dover 

Saturday 

6:09pm 

5.5m 

Sunday 

6:37am 

5.7m 

Dungeness 

Saturday 

6:03pm 

6.2m 

Sunday 

6:35am 

6.4m 

Ramsgate 

Saturday 

6:39pm 

4.2m 

Sunday 

7:07am 

4.3m 

Sheerness 

Saturday 

6:48am 

5.2m 

Sunday 

7:59am 

5.0m 

Whitstable 

Saturday 

6:49am 

4.9m 

Sunday 

8:05am 

4.7m 


AROUND THE 
WORLD YESTERDAY 



Amsterdam 

Athens 

mm 

10°C 

Madrid 

New York 

8°C 

MSI 

Barcelona 

10°C 

Paris 

-3°C 

Beijing 

-ire 

Rome 

8°C 

Bombay 

29°C 

Sydney 

22°C 

Cape Town 

26°C 

Tenerife 

23°C 

Cardiff 

0°C 

Tokyo 

6°C 

Gibraltar 

17°C 

Vancouver 

7°C 

Hong Kong 


Warsaw 

-6°C 

Las Palmas 

23°C 

Wellington 

21°C 


Calls flood in after TV 
appeal for information 
about killer Tobin's past 

DETECTIVES investigating crimes which 
could be linked to serial killer Peter Tobin say 
they have had an excellent response to a BBC 
Crimewatch appeal as they seek to learn more 
about his activities. 

The show appealed for information about the 63- 
year-old’s movements hum 1977-78 and 1985-86. 

Det Supt David Swindle, from the Strathclyde 
force, said it was known that Tobin, who has been 
convicted of three murders, used prostitutes. 

Officers received a large amount of calls and 
online responses but are keen to hear more 
about Tobin’s life. The Scotsman had many 
aliases, lived in at least 23 different UK locations 
and had worked as a swimming instructor. 

Fresh information about his involvement 
with prostitutes and biker gangs was revealed 
on the BBC’s Crimewatch programme. 

Guilty 

Last week, jurors took 13 minutes to find 
the former church handyman guilty of killing 
18-year-old Dinah McNicol, whose remains 
were found in the grounds of a home in 
Margate where Tobin lived. 

Tobin is already serving life for murdering 
two other women, but police are now trawling 
through unsolved cases to find out if he has any 
link to them. 

Det Supt Swindle said police were aware Tobin 
used sex-workers and was a member of biker 
gangs. He also used several aliases, including 
Peter Wilson, James Kelly, Paul Semple, John 
Tobin, Peter Proban and Pat McLaughlan. 

Det Supt Swindle said: “This was an individ¬ 
ual who travelled throughout the UK and used 
numerous names. The key is what he looked 
like over the years. People may recognise him 
as another individual. 

“He had girlfriends and close friends who will 
probably not have come forward.” 


STEAK 
&WINE 

r/S?FOR £8.99 



' m 

#<v 


8oz rump steak & a glass of wine* for just £8.99 
Available Monday to Thursday from 4pm 

‘Alternative drinks available 



k*\ 


The Captain Digby • Whiteness Road, Kingsgate, Broadstairs, Kent CT10 3QH 
Tel: 01843 867764 Fax: 01843 602565 
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yourlocal interview 



QUESTION & ANSWER 


JOCELYN 

McCarthy 



What is the role of The Ramsgate Society? 


A The society was founded more than 44 
years ago when a group of dedicated 
Ramsgatonians banded together to save 
Townley House and Queen’s Court in the 
town. The society’s role is to “encourage a high 
standard of architecture and town planning; to 
stimulate public interest in, and to care for, the 
beauty, history and character of the town and 
its surroundings; and to encourage the preser¬ 
vation of features of public amenity and his¬ 
toric interest in Ramsgate”. The town still 
contains many buildings of architectural merit 
and historical interest, and the society is 
active in working for their preservation. 


Q 


Is it a civic society? 


Q 


How did you personally get involved? 


I became involved in 1995, having already 
lived a number of years in the town. I was 
invited to join the society by a former chair¬ 
man, the late Professor Brian May, and I’ve 
enjoyed every moment. 


Q 


Do you put out any literature? 


A The society publishes a quarterly maga¬ 
zine, and members of the society, as well as 
the general public, can find a wealth of infor¬ 
mation on the society website. 


Q 


Tell us a little about your background 


A Yes, the society is one of three civic societies 
in Thanet: together they are part of the 
Kent Federation of Amenity Societies and are 
also linked to the civic society Initiative. Civic 
societies give advice on a range of questions, 
from planning matters to town-centre parking 
and traffic-calming, and their contribution 
helps put forward the views of the community. 

ft Why is the society important to the future of the town 
Hand to Thanet? 

A As the Prince of Wales said: “Nowhere 
should be without its civic society and no 
one should be without the voice you can provide”. 


A I was born into a West Indian family and 
my studies were in Nottingham. I worked 
for a time at Derby Aviation, where I was 
involved in quality-control of aircraft compo¬ 
nents. I have also worked as a team leader 
with the Automobile Association before chang¬ 
ing course to study horticulture - including 
landscape-gardening, garden history, floral 
design and floristry. 

Q What do you love most about Ramsgate and what do 
you like the least? 

A Ramsgate is the jewel in the crown of 
Thanet. I am a fierce defendant of its 
royal harbour and more than 900 listed build¬ 


ings. A favourite is Ramsgate’s Customs House. 

I have some serious dislikes as well - in par¬ 
ticular the lack of regeneration in the town 
over the past years. Around 20 years ago, a 
large amount of valuable regeneration work 
was done in the town centre by the Impact 
Initiative. But most of our historic public 
buildings have been shamefully neglected: 
Albion House, The Clock House, West Cliff 
Hall, the West Cliff Lift and more. 

I do remain enthusiastic about the town, 
though. I have a vision for it to rival the south 
of France, with a harbour filled with yachts 
from all over the world, of booming ferry serv¬ 
ices, of good shops and of a vibrant communi¬ 
ty, untroubled by night flights... 

Q Do you think the new town council is a good or a bad 
thing, and why? 

A Ramsgate Town Council is the best thing to 
happen to us for a long time. For too long 
the community had been sidelined while deci¬ 
sions were made for its future. 


Q 


I What ideas would help the town's future? 


A Back in 1989, Ramsgate had a Building 
Preservation Trust, with some notable peo¬ 
ple among it Trustees. Could not this, once 
again, be a way forward? Such a Trust could 
raise funds to carry out many of the things 
required to make our town regain the heights 
where it once stood. 


The 75-year-old chairman of The Ramsgate Society talks to Tom Betts about his love for a town that, 
despite 'shameful neglect', could yet have a prosperous future one day rivalling sites in the south of France 



Regency productions is one of 

Thanet's largest theatre schools 
with its own costume design and 
scenic building workshops. 

Performing large scale 
productions at major theatres 
throughout Kent. 

Specialising in Street Dance, 
Singing, Drama and Musical 
Theatre. 


Regency is a voluntary 
(non-profit) organisation. 

Working with the local community. 

Employing Professional Teachers 
and staff. 

School Term (15 weeks) 
only £3.00 per class!! 

Twice weekly show rehearsals - 
a total of 7 hours for only £3.00!! 


Develop your performing skills; 

overcome shyness and build self confidence. 
Unlock your hidden talents and express yourself! 

Contact Sophia Tarjomani for more information on 
07876 343772 or Email regencyproductions@yahoo.co.uk 


Winter Gardens 
k a Margate 

^t%4th-6th February 

Tickets: £l6"'IfJfJ 

Ideal Christmas Gift 

Box Office: 01843 292 795 


This amateur production is brought to you by Joseph Weinberger limited 









ftitC 
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Police call to share Stack costs 



Agencies urged to 
take responsibly 

■ BY NICK AMES 


POLICE leaders are calling on 
other agencies to help pay the £2 
million needed to run Operation 
Stack instead of forcing Kent’s 
taxpayers to foot the bill. 

Operation Stack is implemented on sections 
of the M20 should ferries from the Pbrt of 
Dover or the Channel Tunnel stop running - 
turning the motorway into a lony park until 
services to Europe resumes. 

Burden 

The responsibility for Stack originally fell 
on Kent Police when it first ran on the A2 
at Lydden in the 1980s, as the Highways 
Agency did not exist, but now the Kent 
Police Authority thinks it is time to share 
the burden. 

Ann Barnes, chairwoman of the authority, 
has called for a long-term solution for Stack 
after the bill for policing the foreign lorries 
during 2008/09 cost Kent taxpayers about 
£2 million and each time takes up hundreds of 
hours of valuable police time, 

Mrs Barnes said: “No one has taken any 
responsibility for Operation Stack. This is not 
a local problem, but a national one. 

"Our officers should be in our communities 


and our neighbourhoods keeping people safe 
and doing what we pay them to do. 

“I think it's shocking that police time is being 
spent babysitting foreign lorry-drivers. 

“It's grossly unfair that our police council 
taxpayers here in Kent have to pay for this. 


But from a safety perspective we have no 
choice. 

“Without Kent Police, Operation Stack 
would grind the county to a halt. The econom¬ 
ic impact would be enormous. 71 

Mark Gilmartin, chief executive of the 


authority, said: "We are not trying to shift the 
responsibility completely as that wouldn't be 
fair at all and not what we w r ant to do, but w r e 
need to look at other partner agencies getting 
involved. 

"Kent Police needs to be involved as there is 
the safety issue, but it's not right to always use 
our front-line resources - our officers should 
be in the community. 71 

In response to the police authority’s call for 
extra help to operate Stack, the Highways 
Agency say's it has contributed and does not 
have the funds to give any more. 

A spokesman said: "The Highways Agency 
has made significant capital investment - 
around £10 million in the last four years - into 
Operation Stack, including provision of the 
Quickchange Moveable Barrier, advance 
signing on approaches to junctions on the 
M20, CCTV, traffic officers and other associat¬ 
ed costs. 77 

The effect of Stack, when implemented, also 
hits companies financially. 

The Federation of Small Businesses has esti¬ 
mated that blockades at Calais port and the 
subsequent stoppage of crossings cost the UK 
haulage industry £1 million a day. 

And with delays on deliveries and traffic 
problems caused by Stack, a further half-a- 
miilion daily is lost. 

The latest implementation of Stack which 
took place last month follows three other 
occasions it has been brought in this year 
and 21 times last year - including the eight 
implementations for the SeaFrance strike 
between February 28 and March 15 last 
year 

Kent Council County’s favoured option to 
deal with Stack is to open giant lorry parks 
to keep truckers of the M20 when the ports 
are closed. 


Hauliers slow to pay £15m immigrant smuggling fines 


TRUCK-DRIVERS are not being punished 
enough for smuggling illegal immigrants 
from Calais into the UK. 

Hie conclusion w r as reached after an inspec¬ 
tion into the work carried out by the United 
Kingdom Borders Agency (UKBA), 

The report was published by the agency’s 
independent inspector John Vine. 

He found that £1.5 million in fines was still 
to be collected by the agency from lorry com¬ 
panies w hose vehicles had been found to con¬ 
tain illegal immigrants. 

Under the law, introduced in 2000, haulage 
companies can be fined up to £4,000 and if 
they fail to pay they can have the vehicle 
impounded 

How r ever, the report found that almost no 


companies or drivers had been added to the 
agency's vehicle-seizure list since September 
2008. 

In his report Mr Vine said: "We saw T little 
effective leadership or accountability for the 
civil-penalty process within the UKBA. 77 

The inspectors blamed a lack of resources, 
poor management and a lack of targets that 
affectively allowed lorry companies to ignore 
the law r . 

Stowaways 

The number of stow r aways found in trucks 
in France has massively increased over the 
last three years. 

In 2007 4,241 were found by UKBA staff; 
this hod risen to 8,058 by September 2009. 


The report said that although officers on the 
ground in Calais tried to do their best to carry 
out searches they lacked the equipment and 
facilities to do the job. 

Mr Vine said: “We found there was a short¬ 
age of basic equipment available to staff, 
including torches, cameras and bolt-cutters. 

'The accommodation at Calais was also 
very limited - in terms of both the space and 
facilities available for staff and customers.” 

If lorry-drivers were caught w r ith illegal 
immigrants in their trucks the penalty-fine 
system w r as not acting as a deterrent. 

A large backlog of eases had built up, mean¬ 
ing that the agency would resort to sending 
out warning letters and not issue a fine 
because of lack of staff 


Mr Vine said that more vehicles should be 
impounded by the UKBA because in most 
cases the fine was paid within two days. 

He concluded: “We found no evidence to 
show that quality reviews were undertaken 
in relation to the civil-penalty scheme, either 
to identify opportunities for improvement or 
to ensure consistent application of the 
scheme. 71 

Damian Green, Ashford MP and Conserv¬ 
ative spokesman on immigration, said the 
report was another example of the chaos in 
the immigration system. 

A spokesman for the UKBA said that it had 
recovered £250,000 of fines since April; it was 
improving its holding facilities in Calais and 
speeding up its processing service. 


For all your 
servicing __ 
needs visit 
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Your Local BusinessTV Channel 


To advertise your business in your local paper, local website 
and online TV, telephone our team on 01303 817000. 
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ENGLISH LESSON: Dutch teachers visited Clarendon House Grammar School in Ramsgate and observed teaching, assemblies and how a day was structured at the grammar school 

Dutch teachers go English 
during fact-finding visit 


BREAK TIME 

African percussion 
drums up interest 

THE sound of West African percussion 
echoed around Newington Primary 
School in Ramsgate during a series of 
day-long workshop sessions with drum- 
master Rich Latham. 

Children of all ages were given the 
chance to express themselves on djembe 
drums, which have a wide tonal range from 
deep and booming to tight, high pitches. 

Seated in a circle, the children were 
encouraged to play a range of patterns 
throughout the session, culminating in 
free-form playing, with each youngster 
able to make up their own patterns. 

Head-teacher Cliff Stokes said: “The 
pupils had a fabulous time and they went 
away buzzing with excitement and have 
asked when Rich is going to return.” 

Duo swim best times 
at championships 

CHATHAM House Grammar School stu¬ 
dents have swum personal bests at the 
English Schools Championships. 

Ben Pond and Jake Davies posted then- 
best times at the Ciystal Palace event. 

Ben set his best time of one minute and 
four seconds in the 100-metres freestyle, 
while Jake reached one minute and 18 
seconds in the 100m breaststroke. 

Both are members of Thanet Swim Club 
and looking forward to representing Chatham 
House in this month’s county schools champi¬ 
onships, being held in Gillingham. 

Ben and Jake are supporting the calls 
for an Olympic-sized 50m pool to be built 
in east Kent. 


A PARTY of teachers from The 
Netherlands enjoyed classroom 
life in England during a fact-finding 
visit to Clarendon House Grammar 
School in Ramsgate. 

The 20-strong group saw how the school day 
was structured in the UK and observed teaching 
and assemblies and visited the award-winning 
arts, music and drama complex. 

Deputy head-teacher Matthew Morley said: 
‘We were the only school to host the Dutch 


■ BY TOM BETTS 


teachers during their stay with Hilderstone 
Adult Education Centre in Broadstairs. 

“They really enjoyed seeing how we operate 
and we will be talking further with them to 
explore more European links for our school.” 

Jacqueline du Moulin, from Antoniuscollege in 
Gouda, said: ‘We had a fabulous time at 
Clarendon House. The staff and students were 
very friendly and we learnt a lot from seeing the 
school in action. It was an invaluable experience.” 


During the rest of their stay in the area, the 
visiting teachers worked at Hilderstone and 
took part in culture- and heritage-based trips 
around the county. 

Clarendon House Grammar is a specialist 
school for modem languages. 

It was recently part of an EU-fimded scheme 
that saw its students forge links with schools in 
France, Hungary, Norway, Slovenia and 
Romania. 

It was such a success that moves are under 
way to sign up for the three-year pan-European 
Comenius Project again. 


SEND your schools news and pictures to yourthanet@kosmedia.co.uk. You can also upload your video clips of schools events on to w.yourkenttv.co.uk 


SAVE SAVE SAVE 



OCHER BOOK 

I0T0RS & SERVICING 

■MMurkentXQ uk 


visit www.vouchersforkent.co.uk 

and download great money saving offers 


^ % SAVINGS VOUCHER BOOK 

■ _ 


^hersfo^ fillt 


If you would like details on how you can 
include your business on vouchersforkent, 
phone today on 01303 817150 . 


Award Winning Company 
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Bravery of 
Seoul trio 

is rewarded 



THREE Scouts from across the 
county have received commen¬ 
dations for acts of bravery in 
emergency situations. 

Andrew Hunt, 18, from Deal; Kirstie 
Greenslade, 17, from Thanet; and Hannah 
Walker, 15, from Sheppey, have been pre¬ 
sented with awards for decisive action dur¬ 
ing three traumatic incidents last year. 

All their actions helped to prevent others 
coming to harm. 

Andrew was taking part in a Scout expe¬ 
dition to South Africa when an Italian fish¬ 
erman got into difficulties. For his life¬ 
saving actions Andrew was awarded the 
Silver Cross. 

The citation reads: “In recognition of his 
courage when he rescued a fisherman who 
had been swept out to sea by a rip tide and 
rough waves, whilst putting himself at con¬ 
siderable risk, his actions were the result 
of this life-saving incident at Cape Vidal, 
South Africa, August 2009.” 

Kirstie, who is an Explorer Sea Scout 
with the 1st St Peters Group, used her 
training to rescue a man from the sea 
and was awarded the Chief Scout’s 
Commendation for Meritorious Conduct. 


■ BY NICK AMES 


The citation reads: “In recognition of her 
prompt and appropriate action when she 
went to the rescue of a swimmer who was 
unconscious, she shouted for assistance 
while keeping his head above water and 
then helped get him to safety on June 28, 
2009.” 

Hannah’s swift action at Minster 
College, Sheppey, when a heating duct 
collapsed during a school exam earned her 
the Gilt Cross. 

The citation read: “In recognition of her 
bravery and quick thinking when she saw 
a ventilation duct falling from the ceiling 
during a school examination, she pushed a 
fellow pupil to safety and was injured her¬ 
self as a result of her actions, but despite 
this offered first aid to others.” 

Scout officials said the trio acted out of 
instinct and put themselves at risk in 
order to save the lives of others. 

Chief Scout and TV action man Bear 
Grylls said: “These Scouts have shown 
great bravery and their acts are an inspi¬ 
ration. Scouts train for these moments. I 
am so proud that when it mattered they 
showed great scouting spirit.” 


A fat lot of good that will 
do our feathered friends 


PEOPLE are being urged NOT to put out 
left-over fat from roast dinners for the 
birds as it is extremely dangerous to our 
feathered friends. 

Many believe turkey fat is as beneficial 
to wild birds as other fats such as lard and 
suet, says the RSPB. They pour it on to 
bird tables or mix it with seed, thinking it 
will give birds energy and nutrients - but 
the charity is warning it could kill them. 

RSPB adviser Kirsi Peck said: “Using fat 
from roasting tins to feed to garden birds is 
a big no-no. Roasting-tin fat will be mixed 
with lots of other juices which will go off 
very quickly and cause disease on bird 
tables. 

“It could also damage birds’ feathers, 
which are important for keeping them 
healthy and warm. And salt added to meat 
can have a devastating effect of its own. 

“This time of year always brings out the 
suggestion that it’s a good idea and people 
want to do all they can to help wildlife, but 
in reality they could be killing them with 
kindness.” 

Cooked turkey fat is completely unsuit¬ 
able for birds. It remains soft even when 
cooled, meaning it could smear on birds’ 
feathers and ruin their water-proofing and 
insulating qualities. 

Birds need clean, dry feathers to survive 
the cold and a layer of grease would make 
this virtually impossible. The softness of 
turkey fat means that it is impractical 


to make bird cake’ mixed with seed as it 
will not harden enough to hold its shape. 

Because the fat in roasting tins cannot be 
separated from other elements such as 
meat juices, the mixture can go rancid 
quickly. This forms a breeding ground for 
salmonella and other bacteria. 

At this time of year, birds are particular¬ 
ly prone to bacterial infections as their 
defences are low and energy levels deplet¬ 
ed with the cold. Also, people add other 
ingredients to a joint of meat before roast¬ 
ing, including rubbing it with salt to crisp 
the skin. High levels of salt are toxic to gar¬ 
den birds. 

Beneficial 

The RSPB suggests leaving out scraps 
which would be beneficial to birds, includ¬ 
ing cake crumbs, pastry crumbs and bis¬ 
cuit crumbs. Other suitable leftovers 
include mild grated cheese, cooked or 
uncooked rice, breakfast cereals, cooked 
potatoes and fruit. 

The charity says additional feeding at 
this time of year can be the difference 
between life and death, particularly for 
smaller garden birds. 

Ms Peck said: “Natural food will be in 
short supply. We always have so much food 
at this time of year and people love to put 
leftovers to good use. As long as we know 
which foods are suitable we could really 
help our birds fight the cold.” 



Price correct as at 15 December 2009. For travel from 28 March to 30 October 2010. Variable charges 
for hold baggage apply and some payment methods attract a handling fee. See website for details. 
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SELECTION OF QUALITY USED CARS 

SERVICING • REPAIRS • MOTS • TYRES • ALL MAKES ALL MODELS 
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Jeff Barker 

r Swing Band 

^ Saturday 30th January 2010 
Four course dinner and music 


Quenelles of Duck Rillettes with Melba Toast 

& Chilli Jam 


Braised Lamb Shank Diane 
In a French Mustard, Brandy & Cream Sauce 

Pink Champagne & Raspberry Delice 




Coffee & Petit fours 


£25.00 Per Person 


7.30pm Sit Down 
£10 deposit required per person 
Call Melissa for further information or to book tickets 



Kingsgate, Broadstairs, Kent 



Tel: +44 (0) 1843 868641 Fax: +44 (0) 1843 608750 
email: fayreness@thorleytaverns.com 
web: www.thorleytaverns.com 
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Finding somewhere to park in their own road is a growing challenge for one (still calm) reade 



Parking hogs probably leave 
their towels on sunbeds, too 


FORGET first-come-first-served. 
Parking in my street is one for all 
and all for one - and their friends, 
family and acquaintances. 

Spaces in residents’ parking bays are sun¬ 
loungers on a holiday resort. Cars are the tow¬ 
els, used by their owners to reserve spaces for 
their nearest and dearest. Unfortunately, cars 
aren’t so easy to pick up and chuck away when 
the reservation lasts all day. Forget love thy 
neighbour. It has become a battle between 
households out there. 

It started when some absent-minded resi¬ 
dent left their car in the middle of a double bay 
while they were on holiday for two weeks. (I 
wonder what their towel etiquette was like.) 

This eliminated a space for the rest of us - 
most annoying. Some residents left little notes 
on its windscreen, politely, and some not-so- 
politely, requesting the culprit considered their 
neighbours when parking in future. Fair 


enough, I suppose. However, the note-writers 
have now adopted this strategy and are using 
it to their own advantage. 

They park deliberately in the middle of two- 
car bays, or several feet before the end of a 
larger bay to save spaces for the other family 
cars. 

One household is fortunate enough to have a 
garage and a drive. However, they still hog a 
space in the public parking bay all day, to keep 
a space for one of their other three cars. 

All the while their drive sits empty. They 
employ the same tactic for visitors, of which 
there are many. 

I know parking is a problem. My heart sinks 
when I pull into my jam-packed road and am 
forced to park on the other side of the county 
instead. It’s inconvenient for my husband, as 
well, who has heavy tools to transport from his 
van to the house. 

It’s irritating, but the note-writers behind 
this new ‘game’ are more infuriating. 
Especially when you ask them gently if they 


can move their car up, so you can park in the 
street you also pay your permit for, and they 
point-blank refuse! What happened to the 
“consideration for your neighbours” they 
harked on about? Three words to the hypocrit¬ 
ical note-writers: pot, kettle and black. 

It’s not the council’s fault, but it is ironic that 
the price of permits continues to increase 
while the actual spaces disappear. 

At present I still have my principles and 
refuse to participate in this selfish activity. I 
don’t have the audacity to rob spaces from my 
other neighbours, who face the same dilemma. 

Maybe I’m soft, but I don’t want to enter into 
this battle for the bays. I prefer to believe in 
the illusion that some sort of neighbourhood 
camaraderie and respect still exist. 

Needless to say, I won’t be holidaying at the 
same time and on the same resort as any of 
the note-writers. I’d probably end up sun¬ 
bathing on the road outside the hotel if they 
had their way. Then again, maybe not. That’d 
be jammed full with their hire-cars. 


GET IN TOUCH. 


We want to hear your views 

O EMAIL: Letters, comments, 
views (along with your name) 
to: yourthanet@kosmedia.co.uk 

TEXT: THAN then your 
message to: 81800 (please 
remember to include your name) 

LET US KNOW... 

If there is a story in your area you think 
we should be covering, contact the editor, 
Dave Mairs, on 01303 817022, or email him 
on the details above. If you want to be the 
next Thanet blogger, then all you have to do is 
submit an article to us (of about 550 words) 
and email it to the editor. And don't forget, 
for all the latest news and video from your 
town, log on to www.yourthanet.co.uk. 

Write to The Editor, Yourthanet, KoS Media, Apple Barn, 
Hythe Road, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent TN25 6SR. 

• We cannot guarantee all articles will be published and all are at the editor's discretion 


O Pp| CHINESE BUFFET 

V_YOl I IV_Y RESTAURANT 


UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT 

Lunch from £5.99 
Dinner from £10.99 



Eat as much 
as you like 
with amazing 
sea views 
while you 
eat 


SUNDAY SPECIAL 
OFFER 

15% OFF your bill when you present 
this coupon at the till. All day buffet 
with over 60 dishes to choose from 
plus fruit & dessert. Valid until 31st 
January 2010 


Mon to Thurs: 12noon - 3pm 6pm - 10pm 
Fri & Sat: 12noon - 3pm 6pm - 10.30pm 
Sunday 12noon - 9.30pm 

Tel: 01843 296668 

1/F., Dreamland, Marine Terrace, 
Margate CT91XJ 
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 


Westwood Shopping Mall 

Opposite Argos and behind BHS 
Westwood Cross CT10 1 PR 

TEL: 01843 866386 


Independence is yours 
at the touch 
L. of a button 


Our clients wear a personal pendant that 
works in the home or garden and at the press 
of a button can call for help or assistance 24 
hours a day. Our professional and 
compassionate operators will ensure any help 
needed is speedily dispatched 


Charges remain amongst the 
lowest in Kent at £2.49 per week 

(plus VAT if applicable) and this includes 
all maintenance costs 


Take advantage of LIFELINE ASSIST 

our 24hr responder 

service 


"you helped Mum remain 
independenfbnd 
l^hr^^peSce 6f rh|no^j 


Shepway Lifeline 

Call now for a FREE no obligation 
demonstration in your home 

01303 242615 or 01303 242 971 


Folkestone 

Hythe b Romney Marsh 

Shepway District Council . 


SiftSTtsii 


ir.shepway.gov.uk 


Shepway Lifeline is part of Shepway District Council 
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yourletters 


LETTERS: Please send your letters in to us at Yourthanet, Apple Bam, Smeeth, Ashford, Kent 
TN256SR 



TEXT: Why not text your view/letter/comment for Yourthanet to 81800 text THAN followed by a 
space your name and your view/letter/comment Messages cost 25p plus standard network charges. 
Service provided by g8wave London N7 
EMAIL: Email us your letters to us at yourthanet@kosmedia.co.uk 


TALK TIME 


KATE 

AUSTEN 

Kent's Young 
Entrepreneur of the 
Year and the 
owner/manager of 
POD PLUS at the 
Julie Rose Stadium 
talks about her work 



How long has your business been open? 

We opened at the Julie Rose Stadium in May 2005. 
We sell shoes for sports activities such as running, 
tennis and hockey, as well as other clothing and 
eguipment. We also have a couple of treatment rooms 
where people can have physiotherapy, biomechanics, 
podiatry and so on. When people buy their shoes we 
can put them on a treadmill to check their gait. It's 
important to get the right footwear to avoid injury. 

What is it like working at the stadium? 

It's a very nice place to work. It also allows us to let 
people try out their new shoes on the track. It is a 
great facility, and people can pop down here any time 
when it is open and use the track. It's a great way to 
train as you can use the track to check distances and 
it's a very safe environment to go jogging. 

You were named Young Entrepreneur of the Year 
at the Kent Excellence in Business awards. How 
did that come about? 

My brother and I set up the business with the help of 
the Prince's Trust. We also have had support from the 
Kent Foundation. We've had to work hard to make the 
business work. We've done a lot of the marketing at 
sports events to help create business and get well 
known. 


YOUR LETTERS 


Albion House: why 
the change, John? 

CAN I ask Cllr John Kirby how 
he can continue to be part of a 
cabinet that, having been gifted 
Albion House from Ramsgate 
Borough Council, now proposes 
to sell the freehold to an 
unknown developer for profit 
and then dump the problem of 
retaining some public use of the 
building on to the newly-formed 
town council? 

Did his much-trumpeted crisis 
of conscience and his promise to 
defend Albion House end with 
his election to Kent County 
Council? 

Even his wife voted in favour 
of the petition to save the 
building. 

Won’t the electorate consider 
that his election promises were 
simply not true? 

Shouldn’t he do the decent 
thing and resign from the 
cabinet? 

Cllr David Green (Labour) 
Eastcliffward 

Prevent street fair 
becoming history 

THE historical fair at Addington 
Street in Ramsgate had to be 
cancelled due to the increased 
cost of Kent Highways closing 
the road for the day, which went 
from £130 in 2008 to almost 
£700 in 2009. 

Also, Thanet council was 
unable to award any grants for 
2009, due to the banking 
situation, so it was not able to 



COMMENT ONLINE TOO 

Not only can you use email and letters to respond to our stories, you can 
comment via our website too. 

Beneath most stories on the www.yourthanet.co.uk website there is 
the facility to leave your comments on whatever YOU thought of the 
online article. To leave your remarks, simply click on the Add your 
comments' link and tell us what you think. And remember, 
www.yourthanet.co.uk is updated daily, bringing you the latest, breaking 
news from across Thanet as well as the surrounding villages. 

We will include the best on these pages, too - ensuring your comments 
reach the widest possible audience. In addition, if you find your 
newsagent, supermarket or petrol station runs out of Yourthanet before 
you've picked up your copy, you never need to miss out. 

On www.yourthanet.co.uk you can access, for free, the full newspaper 
in our highly-acclaimed e-editions. 


help us, whereas in the past it 
had provided the main finance 
for the day. The situation in 2009 
was not the fault of the council. 

On a lighter note, on the 
evening of Saturday, August 22, 
the prize draw and head-shaving 


for our chosen charity, Dave 
Lee’s Happy Holidays, did go 
ahead at The Falstaff, Addington 
Street. To date we have raised 
£812.34. We are actively seeking 
new members for the committee 
at the annual meeting on 


Sunday (January 10) from 8pm 
in The Falstaff. 

If we are unable to recruit 
more members, the Historical 
Street Fair will not be held in 
2010. This will be a great loss to 
the community and Thanet in 
general. 

Some pubs are holding events 
to raise funds for us and we 
would like to thank them for 
their help. 

What is needed is funding for 
the event of some £2,000. Any 
amount will be gratefully 
received. 

If you require further 
information, please do not hesi¬ 
tate to contact me. 

Richard Edwards, treasurer 
Historical Street Fair, Ramsgate 

Be sure to apply 
for housing cash 

THE Government has announced 
£555 million to kick-start housing 
projects where the developer has 
had cashflow problems. 

It is hoped that 22,400 homes 
will be completed, with 12,000 
jobs and 1,000 apprenticeships 
assured throughout the country. 

I have written to the chief 
executive at Thanet council and 
the head of housing, urging them 
to access some of the 
£83,269,000 earmarked for the 
South East. 

It is expected that 28 projects 
could benefit and I would hope 
Thanet would be ahead in 
putting in a bid. 

Helping local businesses get 
people back into work would be 
the best present for the New 
Year for anyone who has 
recently been laid off. 

Cllr Iris Johnston 

chairwoman, North Thanet Labour Party 


\ 



For information and advice on 
travelling in Kent and for all our 
traffic regulation orders, please 
see the Kent on Saturday or the 
Kent on Sunday or visit our 
website at www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 


Vi 



Professional 
bathroom design 
& installation 
service 

or supply only 

Visit our large showroom 
for inspiration! 

(Free parking) 


Mrewcy laufen matki 


IMPERIAL 


7 ^ 


www.completebathroomsltd.com 

Unit 61, John Wilson Bus. Pk., Harvey Drive, Chestfield, 
Whitstable, Kent CT5 3QT 

Tel: 01227 282555 


f- 




Complete J 
^Bat{)roows 

COMPLETE 

BATHROOMS 
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Cllr Paul Carter 


We must work together 

IN descending into party-political hearsay 
(letters, December 2), Cllr Clive Hart 
undermines the 
excellent working 
relationship between 
Kent County Council 
and Thanet council. 

Cllr Hart should 
ignore the whispers 
in corridors and 
instead get behind 
what the two councils 
are trying to do to 
bring jobs into the 
area and improve 
services for local people. 

With the massive investment in 
Margate’s Turner Contemporary gallery - 
now rising from the ground - Cllr Hart 
doesn’t have to look hard for evidence. 

Add to this our joint working to increase 
jobs in and around Manston, the planned 
improvements in local road and transport 
connections and our recent agreement on 
waste collection and disposal to keep costs 
down and you are still just scratching the 
surface. 

Descending into party political tittle-tattle 
of this kind is never helpful. 

In this case, not only does it undermine 
the considerable amount of good work 
under way between the two councils, it is 
tremendously damaging to the very people 
Cllr Hart seeks to protect: the hard-working 
councillors of all parties who are striving for 
the good of the local area and residents. 

Cllr Paul Carter (Conservative) 
leader, Kent County Council 


Cruel intensive farming 

I HAVE recently become aware of the 
shameful conditions on UK duck farms 
supplying supermarkets. 

Respected animal-welfare group Viva! has 
filmed ducks crammed into dirty, stinking 
sheds in their thousands; dead and dying 
birds; disabled ducks thrashing around on 
their backs in distress, unable to right 
themselves; and the most unbelievable 
abuse of all - no water for these aquatic 
birds to bathe, preen or even clean 
themselves. 

These conditions aren’t exceptional, they 
are the norm - the sad result of intensive 
farming systems. 

We are led to believe supermarkets expect 
and insist on high animal welfare 
standards from their meat-suppliers, but 
sadly this is not the reality. 

Almost all duck meat on sale in UK 
supermarkets, shops, restaurants and 
takeaways comes from factory farms. 

Yet another animal has been added to the 
list of those abused on an almost 
unimaginable scale. Eighteen million ducks 
are bred for meat in the UK every year. 

Anyone who has seen the pictures of how 
cruelly these pathetic animals are reared 
and mistreated knows just how hollow are 
the supermarkets’ claims of caring about 
animal welfare. 

We should not be fooled and I urge 
readers to boycott duck meat. 

Further information is available from 
Viva! at 8 York Court, Wilder Street, Bristol, 
BS2 8QH (0117 944 1000; 
www.viva.org.uk). 

Name and address 
supplied to the editor 


On the right road at last 

I WAS very pleased when the Government 
introduced legislation allowing local 
authorities to create proper permit schemes 
for those working on our roads and I am 


delighted KCC will now finally implement 
such a scheme across Kent in 2010. 

For the two decades that I worked in the 
electricity supply industry I was always 
very impressed by the way Canterbury 
council both controlled and policed 
roadworks and works on pavements in its 
area, and you only have to look at the city’s 
roads and pavements to see the generally 
better standards that exist as a result. 

For far too long contractors working on 
Thanet’s roads have got away with murder 
in relation to the standards applied in our 
area. 

That has been from both a health and 
safety perspective while the works have 
taken place and the condition they have 
often been left in afterwards. 

Due to initial opposition from some 
prominent county councillors, the Kent 
scheme is long overdue and much of the 
damage to streets in Thanet has already 
been done. 

However, better late than never and we 
must now make sure that those given the 
task of enforcing the scheme do so with 
equal rigour across the county. 

Cllr Clive Hart 
Labour group leader, Thanet council 

A culture of dependency 

READING Anne Contini’s letter about the 
immigrants violating our benefits system, it 
is no different to our own people doing the 
same. 

Thanet is full of people who have never 
worked and never paid taxes - and neither 
have their parents. 

They have no more right than any 
immigrant to expect us to continue 
supporting them and having more and 
more children. 

When will the Government put a stop to 
this and give us back respect? 

Why should we continue to support these 
layabouts and their offspring? 

I know many people who employ 
immigrants or unemployed on the 
minimum wage, but when they are asked to 
do more hours they refuse as their benefits 
would be stopped. 

Their cash-in-hand job gives them more 
money for luxuries than I receive for my 
state pension to pay all my bills. 

I worked for 50 years and receive less 
pension than they are given for their pocket 
money. 

They are allowed to keep 16 hours’ wages 
without losing a penny. They have never 
paid into the country and never will, for 
they know the country would never force 
them to do so. 

If they are on benefits and have one child, 
the Government should say: “All the time 
you are on benefits you must not have more 
children, whether you are bom here or an 
immigrant.” 

It is time the Government said enough 
was enough and gave the people who work 
some respect. 

Why should we support these lazy people? 
We are made to support them. We have no 
choice. The people who don’t work can 
choose everything. It is their ‘right’ - they 
have a choice. 

What about our rights? People who work 
have no rights - we are not even allowed to 
be called English any more. 

I work at the age of 65 because I cannot 
manage even the basic bills on my pension 
and I refuse to go on benefits all the time I 
am fit enough to work. 

Shame on all you healthy people on 
benefits - you are leeches who live off the 
workers, and shame on the Government 
who allows them to do so. 

Mrs C Russell 
Ramsgate 


Confused Tories all at sea 

TORY claims that the English Channel 
emergency service is at risk from the scrapping 
of air-sea rescue aircraft at Manston are 
complete nonsense. 

The claims were made by Julian Brazier, the 
Canterbury and Whitstable MP and shadow 
shipping minister, after he was approached by 
Laura Sandys, the Tory candidate for Thanet 
South. 

He wrote to the shipping minister: “I have 
been contacted by Laura Sandys... regarding 
the scrapping of Air Sea Rescue from Manston. 
I share Laura’s concern and know it will be 
echoed by a great many residents.” 

Mr Brazier and Ms Sandys are hopelessly 
confused. This is Tory scaremongering at its 
worst. Rescue helicopters have not been based 
at Manston for many years: they are at RAF 
Wattisham. 

There is a fixed-wing aircraft based at 
Manston that is used to monitor international 
regulations for prevention of collisions at sea. 

It takes pictures of ships which can be used in 
the prosecution of unsafe captains. 

It is to be replaced by a faster aircraft based 


at the owning company’s HQ in Coventry, but 
it is not involved in rescue work. 

Claims by Mr Brazier and Ms Sandys that 
the aircraft has an emergency rescue role are 
bogus. 

It can, in unusual circumstances, be called on 
to see if the crew can spot someone missing at 
sea, but it is not in its protocol to do this and it 
has never thrown a life-raft to someone in 
trouble, as has been claimed - to do so would 
be like having a missile thrown at you at 
150 mph. 

A simple call to the Maritime Coastguard 
Agency would have told the Tories the 
proposals have no impact on safety at sea or 
rescue. 

Instead they chose to frighten people because 
an election is coming. 

This is not the first time Ms Sandys has got 
transport policies confused. A couple of years 
ago she was telling people the Government 
had plans to allow 60-tonne lorries on the 
roads. 

In fact, it was the Tory transport spokesman 
at the time who had proposed the idea and 
Labour blocked it. 

Dr Stephen Ladyman (Labour) 
MP for Thanet South 


REMEMBER THE DAYS WHEN 
A SALE REALLY WAS A SALE? 




it Well I 'm bringingthem back ff 

Pop into your local store today to see my stunning rooms <& ingenious 
storage ideas. With our FREE creative design service we'll show you how to 
create space you never knew you had. I'll also give you a genuine 20% off 
everything-now that's what I call a January Sale. O i „ 


20%OFF 

ALL RANGES* 

UP TO 

3 YEARS 

INTEREST 

FREE 

CREDIT* 

win a £3000 

BEDROOM* 


STUNNING 


BEDROOMS FROM ONLY £2500 


YOUR FREE BROCHURE 
IS WAITING FOR YOU 


OVER 80 

YEARS 

EXPERIENCE 


OVER 50 
STUNNING 
STYLES 



10-YEAR 

GUARANTEE 


Ashford - Paul Simon, Gallagher Retail Park, Norman Road 

K1TN23 7DG ©01233896619 

Aylesford - Paul Simon, Aylesford Retail Park 

IXIME207TP ©01622718733 

Broadstairs - Paul Simon, Westwood Gateway Retail Park, Margate 

HCT10 2PU ©01843 865649 


Hammonds |D 

Designed with you • Made for you 


www.hammonds-uk.com 


*Terms and conditions apply, see in-store for full details. 
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Insert your leaflet or 
brochure into any of our 
publications... 


...various options available, 
please ring for details. 





For information and advice on travelling 
in Kent and for all our traffic regulation 
orders, please see the Kent on Saturday 
or the Kent on Sunday or visit our 
website at www.kent.gov.uk/highways 


GREENFIELDS 

SHOO TING GROUNDS 

fi 

For more information or to book, please call 

01227 713 222 

HAVE A GO Every Sunday Morning 
25 shots with a qualified instructor for only £12.50 
Greenfields Shooting Grounds, Sturry Hill, 
Sturry Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 0NG 
sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 
www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 


STAG/HEN PARTIES 

Save £25.00 per person on normal prices 

Min 8 persons £40.00 for 25 shots 
£45.00 for 50 shots. 

Min 15 persons £40.00 for 50 shots 
includes full instructions, use of guns, 
ammunition and hearing protection 


The Denture 
Shop 

• New Dentures 

& Denture Repairs 

• Free Consultation 

• Prompt & Reliable Service 


We make the new 
flexible & unbreakable 
VALPLAST dentures 




“So natural that nobody would guess” 


35 King Street • Margate • Kent • CT9 1DD 
01843 571117 


your leisure 


Stage set 
for season 


Theatre lines up comedy, literary classics, drama 
and music to cater for all your entertainment needs 


NEW SEASON 

Various dates 

Trinity Theatre, Tunbridge Wells 

FROM literary heroines to the 
ravages of war, the new season at 
Trinity has an abundance of treats 
on stage and screen. 

Celebrate the life and career of a comic 
legend in the acclaimed one-man show 
Morecambe, in which Bob Golding plays the 
popular comedian in captivating style. More 
beloved characters are brought to the stage in 
Austen’s Women, a celebration of the author’s 
most memorable and well-observed heroines. 

More great theatre is on offer with the fun- 
filled Off Her Trolley, Animal Farm, the 
thrilling Gaslight, Hitchcockian thriller 
Seance and The Beauty Queen Of Leenane, a 
darkly comic story about a middle-aged 
woman who finally finds love, much to her 
dependant mother’s annoyance. 

Music fans will be spoiled for choice as Five 
Star Swing, Phillip Dyson, the Tivoli Cafe 
Band, Ancora Duo, saxophonist Courtney Pine 
and many more pay visits to Tunbridge Wells. 

Get ready to giggle when Jo Caulfield 
performs her latest show, Jo Caulfield Won’t 
Shut Up, and former gossip columnist Bridget 
Christie has plenty of hilarious tales to relate 
in My Daily Mail Hell. 

Jazz pianist Peter Gill and actor Andy 
Meller take the audience back to the 50s and 
60s to relive the comedy of great American 
satirists Bob Newhart and Tom Lehrer. 

The family entertainment programme 
includes Auntie Anita, Suzy Sprite and the 
Chocolate Thief, based on the popular Suzy 
Sprite stories. Other highlights include 
Around The World In Eighty Days, Three 
Favourite Tales, Igor and How The Koala 
Learnt To Hug. 

Film buffs have the opportunity to indulge in 
fantastic cinema from around the world, such 
as The Hurt Locker (cert 15), a tense thriller in 
which bomb disposal experts attempt to stay 
alive in post-war Iraq. 

Other cinematic treats include Glorious 39, 
the award-winning The White Ribbon, The 
September Issue, Cracks, Tulpan, The Cove, 
The Men Who Stare At Goats and many more. 

For full season listings, pick up a brochure or 
visit www.trinitytheatre.net. Tickets can be 
booked online or by phoning the box office on 
01892 678678. 




FOR MORE THEATRE AND ENTERTAINMENT VISIT yourkenttv.co. uk 
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PATRICK DUNN ^ 

New season 

Memorial Theatre, Broadstairs 

A DIVERSE selection of entertainment is on 
offer from the Sarah Thome Theatre Club. 

Get the New Year off to a fantastic start 
with a concert by pianist Patrick Dunn (left) 
and the choir Cantate on Saturday, during 
which the audience can enjoy a variety of 
popular classics and songs. The concert starts 
at 7pm and tickets cost £7 for members or 
£9 for non-members. 

This season’s highlights include The Great 
Santa Kidnap, in which a group of friends 
must rescue Father Christmas to save the 
celebration, and an evening of two one-act 
plays - The Parachutist and Controlling 
Interest. Thanet Light Orchestra, Blue 
Rhythm Kings, The Floorboard Family and 
the New Foxtrot Serenaders will provide 
musical interludes, while Steve Barclay 
presents an extravaganza of entertainment 
with his One-Man Variety Music Hall. 

More drama, laughter and music can be 
enjoyed with Murder Most Horrid, Caruso & 
The Quake, The Boyfriend, The Picture Of 
Dorian Gray and more. 

See www.sarahthome-theatreclub.co.uk or 
phone 0845 262 6263 for details. 


DARA 0'BRIAIN 

Friday, March 5 
Winter Gardens, Margate 

A GIANT of comedy will be among the top acts 
visiting Thanet over the next few months. 

Irish comic Dara O’Briain has long been a 
respected stand-up, but he became a household 
name as the acerbic host of Mock The Week. 

Fans are sure to enjoy an evening packed with 
hilarious stories and witty banter with the 
audience when he comes to Margate. 

Tickets for O’Briain’s shows are always in high 
demand, so book now to avoid missing out. 

Lostprophets will be rocking the Winter 
Gardens next month and there will be more 
entertainers making a big noise in the ring when 
LDN Wrestling presents a night of British greats 
in action. 

Another Mock The Week favourite, Frankie 
Boyle, brings his unique brand of humour to 
Margate in April, followed by celebrity psychic 
Sally Morgan in May. 

The Winter Gardens regularly plays host to the 
country’s hottest acts - shows by JLS and 
Diversity have already sold out, so take a look at 
the website for full season listings. 

To book tickets or find out more, phone the box 
office on 01843 292795/296111 or visit the 
website at www.margatewintergardens.co.uk 




DAVID O'DOHERTY 

Saturday, January 30 
Gulbenkian Theatre, 

Canterbury 

AWARD-WINNING 
comedian David O’Doherty 
returns to Canterbury later 
this month with more music- 
based comedy. 

Described as the Ryanair 
James Bond, this Irish comic 
has won over fans with his 
whimsy and knack for 
drawing humour out of 
simple ditties played on 
cheap 80s keyboards. 

Choosing his instmments 
for their versatility, range 
and ability to fit into sports 
bags so that he does not get 
charged for excess baggage 
on flights, O’Doherty has 
created a quirky act that 
won him the If.Comedy 
Award at the 2008 
Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

He originally dreamed of 
becoming a jazz pianist but 
says his dreams were 
squashed due to a lack of 




talent. Faced with a career 
as a telemarketer, O’Doherty 
turned to comedy. He is also 
an actor, keen cyclist and 
author, with his latest 
literary project being a book 
called 100 Facts About 
Pandas. 


The show, which is suitable 
for ages 14 and above, starts 
at 7.45pm and tickets cost 
£ 12 . 

Book online at www. 
gulbenkiantheatre.co.uk, or 
phone the box office on 
01227 769075. 


THANET LEISURE 

There's just something 
about this great band 

FANS of Level 42 should book their 
tickets now if they want to see the band 
in action next year. 

Mark Kings and Level 42 pay a visit to 
the Winter Gardens in Margate on 
October 20, 2010, so do not miss this 
chance to hear the hits played live. 

Tickets cost £25 plus service charge. 
To book, phone the box office on 01843 
292795/296111. 

Artist celebrates the 
development of gallery 

THE Turner Contemporary takes shape 
through the eyes of artist Grace Ayson. 

Ayson has been commissioned to docu¬ 
ment the development of the building 
through drawing. Her work is on display 
at Turner Contemporary at Droit House, 
The Her, Margate, until Sunday. 

The free exhibition is open from 10am 
to 4pm; see www.tumercontemporary.org 
or phone 01843 280261. 

Pop to the pub to hear 
some rocking sounds 

PREPARE to get down to some funky 
sounds at The Bodegas’ next concert in 
Broadstairs. 

The five-piece band play rock and pop 
covers that are bound to get toes tapping. 
See www.thebodegas.com for details. 

They will be performing at The Rose in 
Albion Street on Friday. For more 
information about the venue, phone the 
pub on 01843 861917. 

Spectacular show will 
start the year in style 

GET ready for a festive variety show 
packed with the best entertainment, 
including song, dance, music and comedy. 

Showtime Spectacular is a variety 
extravaganza at the Winter Gardens in 
Margate on Thursday. Performances 
start at 2.30pm and 7.30pm. Tickets cost 
£9.50/£8.50; group rates are available. To 
book, phone 01843 292795/296111 or 
visit www.margatewintergardens.co.uk. 
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Dave Lee is Tinkerbell in this year's 
Canterbury panto. Search 'Peter Pan' 


yourthanet.co.uk 19 

NEW FOR 2010! 


TNI KM1AV Nil. MI IK $I»AH Ntl,HI 
MIXK, < MIR* AND KtUD f OK 2 



227 Hereson Road, Dumpton, Ramsgate 

Tel: 01843 593 011 



Pianist Patrick Dunn and the 
antata Choir praaant a concarl 
to calabrata ttva Naw Vaar 


•at v Jsmusiv /.OOpm 


THE GREAT SANTA KIC3NAP 
OH Mot *«rria‘a baan 
Join raryua. Torrwrty & Anna a* 
•hay 90 to rv»ci#a him and saw 
Chrlatmaa. A MAD9 production 
SO Jan 2.30 & 7.>Opm 


Sun IT Jan at T.SOpm 

24 HOUR RULE APPLIES 



you CAN still afford to 
eat out after Christmas at 

Thanet's Best Kept Secret 
Family Pub & Restaurant 

• Great Food • Great Prices 
• Great Atmosphere 



20% Off All Meals 

(Mon-Sat) During January 
Quiz night Every 1st Sunday of the month 
Sunday Roasts • Thursday Steak Night 
Sorry No Food Monday luchtime 

The Acorn Inn^ 

6 Park Lane Birchington • 01843 841196 



Tin Spencer Wing 

The Spencer Wing has two Private Hospitals one situated at 
QEQM Hospital - Margate and one at the William Harvey 
Hospital in Ashford, Kent. We work in partnership with East Kent 
Hospitals University foundation trust to provide a full range of 
private healthcare treatments for patients throughout Kent. 



The Choose and book service is now available for some 
specialties, for NHS patients. 

Please contact your GP to discuss your referral to 
‘The Spencer Wing’ 

‘with no waiting lists The Spencer Wing should be your first 
choice for private medicine and all your health needs’. 

The Spencer Wing is regulated by the Care Quality Commission 

The Spencer Wing 

Ramsgate Rd, Margate, Kent CT9 4BG 

Tel: 01843 234555 

Contact Lynn Orrin, Matron 

www.thespencerwing.com 
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QUIT 

SMOKING 

Hypnotherapy 
may be the 
answer 


Waa&o fufro 
ifoc: 


Alcohol addiction, 
loaf of frights 

and much morr 




Th» Mfimt I 

01M3 587V29 

www bcteuxit - oentrt oo uk 
tpoMhoitDWmora-cerrtre co ufc 
Balmont Ad, Ramsgate 


\ 


Kent., 

Highway s 
Services 


yourthane style 



Dream getaways 


For information 
and advice on 
travelling in Kent 
and for all our 
traffic regulation 
orders, please 
see the Kent on 
Saturday or the 
Kent on Sunday 
or visit our 
website at 
www.kent.gov.uk/ 
highways 




Explore the world with these top destinations for 2010 



MAKE a New Year’s resolution to 
broaden your horizons by taking 
the trip of a lifetime this year. 

According to the World Travel Guide, 
tourists will be flocking to enjoy the many 
diverse pleasures of 10 particular hotspots. 
So whether you yearn for long, relaxing days 
on a tranquil beach or the thrill of exploring 
jungles, mountains or cities, here are some 
tantalising suggestions for getting away from 
it all in 2010. 

With its violent past now a distant 
memory, lush and green Colombia 
offers everything from the exciting 
cultural life of capital Bogota to the 
hedonistic party atmosphere of 
Cali. 

New Zealand tends to be on every¬ 
one’s travel wish list, so why not 
make this the year that you discover 
its dramatic mountains, stunning 
beaches and abundance of outdoor 
activities, available all year round. 
Although New Zealand is firmly on the 
backpacking trail, the country offers 
many luxury options for those who like 
to see the wilderness in style. 

From endangered animals to the 
world’s highest mountain, Nepal is home 
to some of the planet’s great wonders. 
Enjoy the frantic pace of life in 
Kathmandu, paraglide over the incredible 
landscape or, if you’re feeling really adven¬ 
turous, make the trek to Everest Base 
Camp and admire the towering majesty of 
this captivating mountain. 

This year, South Africa will be at the centre 
of the sporting world when it hosts the 2010 
World Cup, but football fans should not forget 
the beautiful landscapes, thriving cities and 


breathtaking wildlife that are waiting to be 
discovered. India has always fascinated trav¬ 
ellers from all over the world, but it takes its 
share of the sporting limelight this year with 
the Commonwealth Games in Delhi. 

Divers and water babies will be in heaven 
in Mozambique, a tropical strip on the Indian 
Ocean whose waters reveal a fabulous world 
of gorgeous maritime wildlife. With good 
transport links to South Africa, it 
makes the ideal 


popular holiday destination, 
with bustling beach resorts and 
the fascinating walled city of 
Dubrovnik attracting even the 
rich and famous. Turkey is the place to 
be for galleries, festivals and other exciting 
events this year, as Istanbul is one of 2010’s 
European Capitals of Culture. 

For a truly glamorous getaway, find out why 
Abu Dhabi is becoming one of the world’s top 
luxury holiday spots. For those with a big 
budget, a champagne lifestyle awaits in this 
most decadent and spectacular destination. 

For more information on all these destina¬ 
tions, visit www.worldtravelguide.net. 


double break for those travel¬ 
ling for the World Cup. 

Find out why Sweden is the European 
Green Capital with a visit to Stockholm, 
where life is substantially more eco-friendly 
and there is a wealth of great culture and 
even better food to enjoy. 

In recent years Croatia has become a really 


Picture ALAN KRAFT 
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To search for shopping, services, leisure and entertainment log on @ 

yourkenttv.co.uk 


'TWoi'nzf’s Live- Mllsik Sc.e-'ne- 


Saturday 2nd January 



THANET SHOPPING 

Drive them wild with 
this high-speed gift 

MOTORSPORT fans can enjoy the ulti¬ 
mate introduction to racing with a track- 
day voucher for Brands Hatch. 

Petrolheads can spend 20 minutes 
testing the comers and straits with their 
own vehicle at the famous track with the 
new introductory vouchers, priced at £20 
for bikes and £25 for cars. 

The vouchers can be bought online at 
www.clubmsv.co.uk. 

Full trackday vouchers are also avail¬ 
able and presented in a gift pack. 

Put them on course for 
their first hole in one 

PERFECT birthday gifts are available 
from Chart Hills Golf Club in Biddenden. 

Treat golf fans to a tuition voucher 
with one of Chart Hills’ Professional 
Golfers Association-qualified instructors. 

They can pick up some tips during one 
lesson for £30 or make great improve¬ 
ments to their game with a course of six 
lessons for £150. Phone the Pro Shop on 
01580 292148. 

Find out more about the course and 
membership at www.charthills.co.uk. 

Volunteer yourself for 
a generous resolution 

GIVE something back to the community 
this year and volunteer at your local 
British Heart Foundation shop. 

There has been a huge rise in the 
amount of people volunteering for the 
BHF in the last year and the charity is 
calling on more generous people to make 
a New Year’s resolution to give their 
time for a good cause. 

For more information about volunteer¬ 
ing opportunities, phone 0844 412 5000 
or visit www.bhf.org.uk/shops. 

Support the community 
when you buy locally 

STOCK up on locally-sourced foods at 
the new Woods Produce Store at The 
Pantiles in Tunbridge Wells. 

Woods Restaurant and Bar has opened 
the store next door to its existing prem¬ 
ises and shoppers can browse a variety 
of food and drink, from locally-sourced 
and produced seasonal goods to fudge, 
chocolate, rapeseed oil and bath prod¬ 
ucts by Mitchell & Peach, made from 
Kent Lavender. 

See www.woodsrestaurant.co.uk. 

Enjoy a healthy start to 
the year at fitness chain 

GET the whole family in shape for 2010 
with membership at a David Lloyd Club. 

At the time of writing, the fitness chain 
was offering the chance to win a year’s 
free family membership at your local 
club. Benefits include a personalised gym 
programme, a free 30-minute personal¬ 
training taster session, a free Lose & 
Shape Up consultation and more. 

For more information and to enter, visit 
www.davidlloyd.co.uk. David Lloyd has 
clubs in Maidstone and Dartford. 


Slug Pixies 

The Red Lion, 1 King Street, Ramsgate 01843 586713 

Saturday 9th January 

Eyelash Guilt 

The Red Lion, 1 King Street, Ramsgate 01843 586713 

Saturday 9th January 

Trilogy 

Bradstow Mill, 125 High Street, Broadstairs 01843 861108 

Saturday 16th January 

The Fling 

The Red Lion, 1 King Street, Ramsgate 01843 586713 

Saturday 16th January 

Wheres My Thing 

Bradstow Mill, 125 High Street, Broadstairs 01843 861108 

Saturday 23rd January 

Jeb 

The Red Lion, 1 King Street, Ramsgate 01843 586713 

Saturday 23rd January 

Crazy Train 

The Red Lion, 1 King Street, Ramsgate 01843 586713 

Saturday 30th January 

Blow 

Bradstow Mill, 125 High Street, Broadstairs 01843 861108 

Saturday 30th January 

Purity 

The Red Lion, 1 King Street, Ramsgate 01843 586713 
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YOUR TV REVIEW 


I BY TOM BETTS 

THE DAY OF THE TRIFFIDS 

BBC1, December 28-29 

LAST year I sat and watched re-runs 
of the 1980s serial The Day of the 
Triffids on digital. 

The show had dated worse than 
kipper ties and was far from perfect, 
but it was a rather slow-moving, 
creepy affair that told John 
Wyndham’s classic stoiy well. 

So imagine my delight when I 
heard towards the middle of 2009 that 
a “re-imagining” was on its way to our 
screens. 

Of all the festive television, it was 
the one programme I was anxious to 
see. 

Unlike the 80s version, which was 
made in six parts, this was wrapped 
up in two - and that was the big 
problem. 

There seems to be a desire to sex up 
eveiything by those in charge at the 
BBC, to make it faster, louder and just 
larger in general, while cutting out the 
subtle nuances vital to the stoiy in 
favour of staging some huge explosion 
or other. 

It’s happened with Doctor Who, and 
now the Triffids have been given a set 
of go-faster stripes. 

The desire to blow up more stuff, 
run down more corridors and shout a 
lot more, when sometimes a bit more 
plot and storytelling would do just fine 
is a real bum on the story. 

After a phenomenon in the sky 
leaves all who witness it blind, the 
horrible Triffids, plants with less sense 
of humour than Heather Mills and a 
taste for human flesh, move in. 

These are not plants you will find 
down at the garden centre, and they 
pick off the helpless masses who have 
become their food supply and threaten 
the existence of survivors after the 
breakdown of society. 



ALL-ACTION: Dougray Scott is a fine hero in 
the 're-imagining' of The Day of the Triffids 

Dougray Scott was fine as hero 
Bill Masen, and Eddie Izzard hammed 
it up to become the villain of the piece, 
but despite the first part setting a 
high standard the whole thing 
withered when part two arrived. 

It is not supposed to be the Triffids 
that are the creepy thing about 
the story, but the circumstances 
surrounding their rise. 

The willingness of many people to 
cut others adrift to survive was an 
angle that was never nailed down in 
this adaptation. 

Aside from all that, though, this 
was for the most part good fun and 
relatively faithful to the classic novel, 
aside from a few nips and tucks to 
update the story. 

In all, I’d say good effort, but can we 
please have fewer explosions next 
time? 


YOUR WEEK'S HOROSCOPE BY RUSSELL GRANT 


A 


AQUARIUS (Jan 21-Feb 19) 
■ m mwYOU could be suddenly 
‘ thrust into a new social 
circle and the results will be won¬ 
derful. Your new friends won’t be 
concerned with mundane matters 
like money. They’ll live for the 
moment. When you’re in their 
company, you feel as dreams real¬ 
ly can come true. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aquarius 09067-531762 

(^TAURUS (Apr 21-May 21) 
1MM\ NEW relationship could 
take you by surprise. You 
and your new sidekick will be 
spending more and more time with 
each other and this could threaten 
an old friend. They don’t appreci¬ 
ate being sidelined for a newcom¬ 
er. Maybe it’s best you put some 
space between the two of you. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Taurus 09067-531753 

LEO (Jul 24-Aug 23) 
r A ROMANTIC relation¬ 
ship is showing signs of 
strain. A more rewarding union is 
on its way. In the meantime, you 
may be inspired to start a creative 
project. Your luck is very strong 
when it comes to games of chance, 
too. Do yourself a favour and plan 
something very special. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on \m 09067-531756 

2 VA SCORPIO (Oct 24-Nov 22) 

A NEW source of income 
'/ could unexpectedly fall 
into your lap. Of course, you’ll 
have to break a bad habit if you’re 
going to make the most of 
this opportunity. An irritable 
youngster may be angry with you 
for spending so much time away 
from home. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Scorp 09067-531759 


PISCES (Feb 20-Mar 20) 
jfYOU may have to defy 
your boss or an authority 
figure in a public place. This could 
cause you to lose your job or incur 
a hefty fine. Fortunately, you have 
friends in high places. Calling 
upon one of your guardian angels 
will put you back on the path to 
good luck. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Pisces 09067-531763 

GEMINI (May 22-Jun 22) 

^TEAMING up with a 
business or romantic part¬ 
ner gives you a new lease on life. 
Although you’ve always prided 
yourself on being independent, 
you have to admit it is nice to have 
someone watching your back. An 
authority figure could blame you 
for something you didn’t do. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Gemini 09067-531754 

VIRGO (Aug 24-Sep 23) 
r ^THE chance to buy a 
* home could fall into your 
lap. Set your sights on a place that 
affords beautiful vistas of nature. 
Such a place would allow you to 
keep a variety of pets. An animal 
lover like you would benefit from a 
place where dogs, cats and horses 
can roam freely. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Vir 09067-531757 

SAGITTARIUS (Nov23-Dec21) 

! BREAKING away from a 
redundant relationship is 
critical to your personal growth. 
Although the person in question 
has helped you in the past, this 
union no longer serves any pur¬ 
pose. Fortunately, a relative or 
neighbour will help you make this 
transition. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Sagittarius 09067-531760 


ARIES (Mar 21-Apr 20) 

^ THE chance to go back to 
school, travel abroad or 
publish a piece of writing could 
come your way quite suddenly. You 
can’t afford to dilly-dally over this 
offer; accept it immediately. An 
embarrassing secret could come to 
light. In situations like these, 
actions speak louder than words. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Aries 09067-531752 

y CANCER (Jun 23-Jul 23) 

LAUNCHING a fitness 
■ regimen now will put you 
in the best shape. Embark on a 
routine that involves regular exer¬ 
cise, nutritious food and plenty 
of sleep. You’ll see results almost 
immediately. A technological 
breakdown could force you to can¬ 
cel travel plans. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Cancer 09067-531755 

.LIBRA (Sep 24-0ct23) 

Hr A TEACHING or writing 
opportunity will draw 
favourable publicity. People love 
the way you communicate ideas. 
Don’t be surprised if you inspire 
somebody to change career paths. 
Beware of overindulging as your 
system is quite delicate now. If you 
do feel distress, get a check up. 

• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on libra 09067-531758 

CAPRICORN (Dec 22 Jan 20) 

| YOU’RE tired of putting 
on an act all the time. 
Revealing the secret part of your 
nature to the public will be liber¬ 
ating. Of course, not everyone will 
be pleased by what they see. 
Someone close may be astonished 
to learn what you really think 
about a political or religious issue. 
• To find out more about what the stars have in 
store call Russell on Capricorn 09067-531761 


Calls cost 75p per minute. Service provided by g8wave London N7 


BIG IMPACT 

A2 POSTERS FROM 
ONLY £10.95 EACH* subject to 
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Design service also available 

For more information and a auote call 01303 
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Fill the grid so that every column, every row and every 3x3 box contains the digits 1 to 9 
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CRYPTIC CLUES 

ACROSS 

1 Making an excursion with no end of care in low-set 
two-wheeler (8-3) 

9 Stanley's said to have a verse (6) 

10 Some fail mental test. It's a pain (7) 

12 Redirect battered tourer eastwards (7) 

14 Do bet for elderly lady (7) 

15 VIM (3,8) 

1648 out of 50 will leave it (3) 

17 Some outmoded teenager of the 1960s (3) 

19 Slogan that might be heard coming from long-distance 
racing-driver (8-3) 

22 Glorious night (7) 

23 Strip worn by Americans (7) 

24 Meat cooked in ovens (7) 

25 Blanch left in sandy area (6) 

26 Navyis way in London (5,6) 

DOWN 

2 Worker getting a wrong mark including hour for animal 
disease (7) 

3 Something unparalleled in old royal palace (7) 

4 Disorientated topless maid (3) 

5 Impressive gorge in Arizona (5,6) 

6 We were overdrawn, a couple of newcomers first were 
acknowledged (7) 

7 Wait, say, for heavy load (6) 

8 Hackneyed poetry rewritten about horse? On the contrary 
(ID 

11 Heir taking it for granted? (11) 

13 Same opportunity gamblers might have (5,6) 

18 Governess expected Ann to turn up (6) 

19 No choice? (7) 

20 New clue about a reactor initially using this energy (7) 

21 Stop filming lice coming from dead skin (7) 

25 Vehicle loan brought up (3) 

SCRIBBLE HERE 



7 


QUICK CLUES 

ACROSS 

1 Side by side (5,2,4) 

9 Lapwing (6) 

10 Overcome (7) 

12 Stole livestock (7) 

14 Drop rugby ball (5-2) 

15 Cheap (11) 

16 Greek T (3) 

17 Bread roll (3) 

19 Before written records (11) 

22 Beached (7) 

23 Singlet (anag.) (7) 

24 A wearing away (7) 

25 Garden flower (6) 

26 Former county in NE England (4,3,4) 


DOWN 

2 RC bishopric of Rome (4,3) 

3 Wrap round (7) 

4 Exclude (3) 

5 Doubling up (11) 

6 Sweetly attractive (7) 

7 Pail (6) 

8 Articulating (11) 

11 Pioneer (5-6) 

13 Social occasion (6-5) 

18 Slender (6) 

19 Dearth (7) 

20 Three-wheeler (7) 

21 Retains (anag.) (7) 

25 Lair (3) 
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Answers to all of this week's quizzes can be found on our website 


CRYPTIC SOLUTION Noll7 
ACROSS: 1 Safari park 6 Scot 9 Abuzz 
10 Inch 11 Styx 13 Stealing the show 14 
Awarding 16 Piracy 18 Ablaze 19 Quainter 
22 Jewel in the crown 24 Nina 25 Uvea 
26 Luigi 27 Toed 28 Playwright. DOWN: 

1 Swansea 2 Fluke 3 Razzle-dazzle 4 
Poignant 5 Recite 7 Cut-throat 8 Taxiway 
12 Semicircular 15 Allowance 17 Bushbaby 
18 Adjunct 20 Run riot 21 Snivel 23 Owing. 

QUICK SOLUTION Noll9 
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Kent's local 
community website 

• Property TV • Motors TV 

• Leisure TV • Business TV 

• Sports TV 


KOS 

media 

Award Winning Company 


(Jtj) Community TV Sponsored by P&033L Ferries 
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What could a professionally 



or promotional campaign 
at a price to suit all budgets. 



KOS 

media 


Award Winning Company 


For more details telephone 
Richard Purvis on 


01303 817071 


ATLANTIS 

SEAFOOD BAR & RESTAURANT 

Try Our Exciting New A la Carte Menu 

Monday - Saturday 

Monday - Thursday Night Specials 

Superb Choices 2-course - £10 per head, 3 course - £15 per head 

3-course Sunday Lunch Menu 

now served 12 noon - 8pm, only £12.95pp 

Lunch Menu 

served 1 2 noon - 2pm and full A la Carte Menu served all day Friday and Saturday only 

Opening times: 

Sunday 12 noon - 8pm; Monday 7pm - 9pm 

Tuesday - Thursday 12 noon - 2.30pm - Re open 7pm - 9pm Friday and Saturday 12noon - 9pm 

66 Harbour Parade, Ramsgate 

Tel: 01843 581582 

























FOR local homes in your area and across the rest of the county visitpropertyforkent.co.uk rWW\ 

property : @rkent 


PROPERTY NEWS 

Google set to move in 
on property market 

GOOGLE is believed to be developing 
plans to launch a property portal in the 
UK that would compete with 
Rightmove. 

According to analysts, talks are 
progressing with estate agents and 
listings on the new site could be free, 
unlike Rightmove’s, with revenues 
generated from advertising. 

Rightmove currently operates the 
UK’s largest property portal and claims 
to advertise about 90 per cent of all 
homes for sale. 

Rival website FindaProperty.com is 
predicting that 2010 will be a year of 
“consolidation rather than fireworks” 
for the UK housing market, with house 
price growth likely to be in the region of 
-2 per cent to +4 per cent. 

The firm expects pent-up need for 
people to sell to affect the market in 
January and February, resulting in a 
10 per cent surge in stock that could 
create further price dips across the UK. 

FindaProperty director Michael 
O’Flynn ended the report by saying: 
“Confidence is on the rise as the UK 
is looking set to come out of recession in 
Q4 of this year.” 

Drop in prices a blow 
for retirement funds 

BRITONS’ reliance on property has left 
more than one million over-50s looking 
gloomily on their retirement prospects, 
according to a recent study. 

According to a poll by insurer LV=, 
12 per cent of homeowners aged 50 and 
over are relying on capital growth from 
their homes to part-fund their non¬ 
working years. 

The boom years of the UK’s housing 
market encouraged lower contributions 
to pension schemes in the belief that 
house prices would continue to rise. 

The expectation continues, despite the 
average home having lost £27,250 in 
value over the past two years, with 29 per 
cent of4,000 people questioned expecting 
prices to recover within five years. 

Meanwhile, 17 per cent are proposing 
to improve their homes to adjust their 
losses and 21 per cent will save more for 
retirement. 

LV= spokeswoman Vanessa Owen 
said: “In a matter of months millions of 
pre-retirees have seen both their 
property and pension fund values 
battered. Despite this, their confidence 
in the long-term value of bricks and 
mortar remains.” 



Property tv sponsored by www.themortgageshop.co.uk 


Estate agents feel the 
pressure in recession 


■ BY NICK AMES 


WHILE house prices may be on the 
rise due to a restricted supply of 
sellers, new figures show that one in 
six estate agencies has closed over 
the past year. 

Research carried out by The Local Data 
Company across the UK’s largest markets 
during the 12 months to October 2009 shows 142 
outlets - 15.8 per cent - shut. 

Chains of five units or more were worst hit, 
losing 54 outlets -16.8 per cent - compared with 
89 independents - 15.2 per cent. 

Looking at the chains based on figures for the 
whole country, Halifax was the biggest casualty, 
shutting 30.6 per cent of its branches, going from 
147 to 102. 

Bairstow remains the most dominant force, 
with 174 outlets compared with 218 in 2008, 
which is still a large drop of 20.2 per cent. 

Savills closed just six of its 80 branches - a cut 
of 7.5 per cent. 

James Moss is a director at Curzon Investment 
Property, one firm to have bucked the trend. 

He said: “The closures are a direct result of the 
property crash, but the other huge problem we 
have is that people see estate agents more like 
window salesmen than doctors. 

“With no mandatory licensing system in the 
UK, a murderer could get out of jail one day and 
become an estate agent the next. 

“While the best estate agents are great, often 
they are few and far between and it’s no wonder 
that many less reputable ones have closed. 

“This means that overall standards are often 
low compared with America, Australia or France, 
where agents are fully licensed and held in high 
esteem. 

“While various trade bodies have voluntary 
schemes, by definition these won’t catch the 
crooks. 

“Mandatory licensing of all estate agents is 
vital if we’re to improve the quality of service and 
build the standing of the profession in the eyes of 
the public.” 



TOUGH TIMES: Estate agents have struggled in the downturn, while their industry also has an image problem 


Tories pledge to axe unpopular HIPs 


FIGURES from the Conservative 
Party claim that some two million 
house-sellers have so far stumped 
up a combined £657.6 million for 
Home Information Packs (HIPs). 

The packs were phased in 
during 2007, just as the UK 
property market began to 
crumble, and critics claim their 
usefulness has remained in 


question as they do not contain 
the one document a buyer most 
wants to see - a property survey. 

However, the Tories claim that 
HIPs have raised £94 million for 
the Treasury in the form of VAT 
and are promising to get rid of the 
packs if they take office. 

Only the need for an Energy 
Performance Certificate, current¬ 


ly part of the HIP, would be 
maintained. 

Shadow housing minister Grant 
Shapps said: “By imposing a 
£657.6 million burden on the 
housing market during the 
longest recession in living 
memory, Labour’s short-sighted 
policy is milking the industry dry.” 

He added: “They should have 


listened to the consumers, the 
industry and the Conservative 
Party and scrapped this 
discredited scheme before it even 
began.” 

Conservatives claim that the 
number of homes for sale remains 
at a record low and HIPs can be 
blamed for removing speculative 
vendors from the market. 


YOU CAN DISCOVER HOW ONE ESTATE IN THE COUNTY IS BEING 
REGENERATED. SEARCH 'STANHOPE' (ffipropertyforkent.co.uk 
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Ward 

& Partners 




To view all our homes: 

wardandpartners.co.uk 
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Worried about not finding 
your next home...? 


.then benefit from 

our Early Bird Option! 




• Early access to ALL new properties listed 

• Buy and Sell Fee Discount 

• Reduced HIP charses 

• FREE buyers protection insurance * 

For more information call your local office or visit our web site 

•5Ut!ect«oc<y>dn>cr6 



The local agent with a national presence! 



Oakwood homes 


mo/ewithus 

recommended agent 

Margate 01843 221133 
Birchington 01843 842233 
Heme Bay 01227 749944 
Lettings 01843 222700 


www.oakwoodhomes.biz 
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f* rightmove 


(de don't just promise, voe deliver 

01843 6006661 www.tmspropertyservices.co.uk 

Sutherland House | Nelson Place | Broadstairs | Kent CT101HQ 
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We sell houses quicker than any other agent in Broadstairs 


Property Services 


“This estate agent branch's properties time 
on the market is the shortest out of 13 agents 
in Broadstairs” 

Source: www.home.co.uk, December 2009 


f* rightmove 


ccuA 


?%• Ult% tm i 


(Oe don't just promise, we deliver 

01843 6006661 www.tmspropertyservices.co.uk 

Sutherland House I Nelson Place I Broadstairs I Kent CT101HQ 
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Make a wise move 


Find the ideal home in the right location 



Use www.PropertyforKent.co.uk where you can 
search through more than 10,000 homes for sale 
across the county. 

Online you can view full property particulars, 
location map and agents details, plus find out 
about current house prices in the area, schools, 
transport links and even where the nearest 
supermarket is. 




r a b. 


© 




What houses have been 
sold in the area 

Look for what schools 
are in the area 

Look for transport 
links in the area 

Find the nearest 
local supermarkets 





v v 

v 


PropertyforKent.co.uk 

I A lOl f 4- f t f/N ■ I \/4" L/MVS 


The smart way to find your next home 




POWERED BY KOS MEDIA 
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MOTORS NEWS 



Citroen delivers little 
touch of luxury with C3 

IT’S a small car, but the Citroen C3 
launched on January 15 represents a big 
statement by the increasingly confident 
French marque. 

It delivers a larger feel for those who 
really are trading a family hatchback or 
something bigger in favour of this five- 
door supermini - the airy cabin is also 
aided by a panoramic front screen on all 
but the lowliest models (from £10,790). 

This brings a stylish luxury touch to 
the C3 range and defines its more upmar¬ 
ket stance compared to its predecessor. 



Venga is due hero soon 

KIA’S all-new and crisply styled Venga 
arrives soon to attack the Ford Fiesta 
sector. 

Touted as a premium product, it has 
Honda Jazz-like baby MPV proportions 
with an unusually long wheelbase and 
high roofline for a big cabin. 

Sliding rear seats fold flat to the floor 
for the van-like cargo capability pre¬ 
ferred by supermini buyers. 

Both the 75bhp 1.4-litre petrol and 
115bhp 1.6-litre diesel powertrains will 
be available with Stop and Go technology 
to save fuel and emissions. Luxuiy options 
include a tilt/slide panoramic roof. 



Mazda's sporty MPV 5 
gets even better for 10 

NEW Year changes for the sporty 
Mazda5 MPV have upgraded kit and the 
line-up, with more easily identifiable 
Takara and Furano models replacing 
the previous TS2 and Sport. 

The ‘5’ has always been both good to 
drive and versatile with sliding rear 
doors and easy-folding seating for seven 
at a pinch. 

But the overhaul disguises a price hike 
of nearly £1,000 for the four petrol and 
two diesel models - now from £17,150 
and £19,555 respectively. 



QUICK OFF THE MARK: The new five-door Vauxhall Astra is a stunning all-rounder and includes innovative thinking about how people use storage in a typical family hatch 


Astra delivers an upbeat 
plotline for the new year 


LET us hope that 2010 starts a new 
episode for Vauxhall after a plotline 
last year worthy of a TV soap. 

One minute VauxhaH’s US overlord General 
Motors was inviting bidders for the UK brand 
and continental counterpart Opel and then it 
was all change - ‘no deal’ said the Yanks. 

It soured a year in which Vauxhall/Opel’s 
Vectra replacement, the Insignia, scooped the 
European Car of the Year Award 2009, and the 
sixth generation Astra nearly earned the 2010 
gong, for what would have been a remarkable 
double. 

And the latter probably deserved the honour 
more than the Insignia; the new five-door 
Astra is built at Ellesmere Port on Merseyside 
- which won the right after becoming Europe’s 
most efficient GM plant - and is a stunning 
all-rounder, echoing the Insignia’s slick styling 
while setting high cabin standards for the 
family hatchback sector. 

This includes innovative thinking about how 
people use storage in a typical family hatch 
and, as with its predecessor, a racy downswept 
roofline that does not eat into rear headroom. 

The sector currently accounts for 23 per cent 


ROAD TEST 


VAUXHALL ASTRA 



I BY STEVE LOADER 


STAR QUALITY 


Driving appeal 


★★★★ 


Image 

Space 

Value 

Running costs 
Reliability 


★★★★★ 

★★★★ 

★★★★★ 

★★★★ 

★★★★★ 


Green rating 


★★★★ 


of registrations, but 60 per cent of that goes to 
the company/fleet sector and Vauxhall wants to 
woo the more discerning and profitable private 
buyer - the Astra is right on the money there. 

It drives as well as it looks; the previous car 
was no slouch, but Vauxhall delved into 
Britain’s industrial past and used a Watts 
linkage for the rear of the chassis - another 
ingenious invention by 18th century steam 
pioneer James Watt. 

This counters lateral pressures when corner¬ 
ing hard and makes the Astra one of the best 
handling cars in its sector. 

Nimbleness is aided by a revitalised engine 
line-up including an eagerly awaited all-new 
140PS (138bhp) 1.4-litre turbo petrol unit, 
replacing the conventional 1.8 unblown unit of 
the old car. 

We’ve said it before, but lightweight yet 
punchy petrol engines could halt the switch to 
diesel as they begin to deliver more low down 
urge, better economy and lower emissions. 

This engine (from £17,290) certainly sits 
well here and if you want more petrol power 
there is also a classy 180PS 1.6-litre Turbo 
(from £20,555) - the most powerful unit avail¬ 
able for now. Astra prices start at £15,675. 



SEE MOTORSTV FOR 
MORE ROAD TESTS $ 

BY STEVE LOADER (cti f j ' P4S] 

Need a new car? Then visit wwwxarsfbrkentco.uk 
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Search and find 
1000s of cars on 


ne 



Use www.CarsforKent.co.uk where you can search through 

1,000s of cars for sale across the county. 

Online you can view full car details, location map and sell¬ 
er’s details, plus road tests and a finance calculator to work 
out monthly payments. 


CarsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a car in the County 


© 


© 


Check out the prices of new 
and used car valuations 

Search for your local car 
dealer 

Find the latest car reviews 
and test drives on new cars 


Get a car loan quote and 
calculate your repayments 


POWERED BY K0S MEDIA 



J D CAMBELTS 



Specialising in 
Cambeit 
Replacement 


• Vehicle Servicing • General Repairs 
• Petrol or Diesel 
Taxi Drivers Welcome 

All repair work guaranteed 
Drop & Shop Service 

Free Local Collection & Delivery 

10% Discount when mentioning this advert 


01227 860859 

info@jdcambelts. co. uk www.jdcambelts. co.uk 



...the independent Mercedes-Benz specialists 

Servicing & repairs 
Diagnostics 
Four Wheel Alignment 
Air Conditioning 
Parts & Accessories 
Courtesy Cars 

Call Today - 01227 723980 


T. 01227 723980 E. enquiries@classcarscanterbury.co.uk www.classcarscanterbury.co.uk 



SELL YOUR CAR 

Buy 2 weeks and get the 3rd FREE 


ipyourashford 

yourcanterbury 


yourswale 

Hyourthanet 


yourmedway \ 
Hyourmaidstone 


yourshepway 

ipyourdover 




intact us on: 


cnRD FOCUS LA 1.61 


FORD FOCUS LX 1.6 




3x1 Box Ad 
k P /wk J 


3x1 

Max. 25 words 


£7,995.00 

6x2 

Max. 25 words 


01303 817150 

Email: advertising (9kosmedia.co.uk 

Deadline for advertisements for the newspapers: Friday midday 

We can process your payment via telephone, fax, post or email using all 
major credit cards. 


Photographs 

You can send in a photograph via email to 
advertisingiakosmedia.co.uk. If you are unsure please 
telephone one of our advisors on 01303 817150 . 

Deadline for sending us photo advertisements is Friday at 
midday prior to Wednesdays publication. 


6*2 Photo 
\ P/wk / 



What do you get for your money? 

Advertisement in the ‘Your Local’ of your choice 
reaching thousands of adults across ‘Your Local’ 
area regularly each week. 

Plus free listing on carsforkent.co.uk where there 
are thousands of other Kent cars on sale every day. 

When you place a private advertisement with 
KOSMedia you get a unique combination of printed 
and online media within Britain’s award-winning 
newspaper group and our fast- growing websites. 
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SAVE ££££ 


58 Registration Ford 
Fiesta 1.25 Style plus 



For a limited period only EVERT SINGLE NEW & USED CAR will be reduced in our massive BUIE CROSS SALE With SAVINGS 
of up to £6000 on over 200 cars on site you're sure to find the car you want at Invicta! 
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UNBEATABLE SAVINGS 
ON EVERY NEW & USED CAR 



To browse our entire group stock visit - www.invictamotors.com 


Invicta Ford 

For a better motoring experience 


Ortita) Pwk Ashford TN2-S OHT 

Telephone: 0644 856 4127 

63 Slurry Rone: Canterbury CT11DR 

Telephone: 0844 856 4130 

Margate RoaaLWeecwocx) Thanet CT12 6SJ 
Telephone: 0844 856 4133 


1 t Mota bilit y 


GO ONLINE 
AND... 

51 Get your vehicle valued. 
59 Book your Server. 
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TO ADVERTISE: © EMAIL US appointments@kosmedia.co.uk © TELEPHONE US ON: 01303 817040 ® FAX US ON: 01303 817004 


ACCOUNTANCY 

ADMINISTRATION, SECRETARIAL, PA 
AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY, ENVIRONMENT 
ART AND DESIGN 
CATERING, HOSPITALITY 
CONSTRUCTION, ARCHITECTURE, SURVEYORS 
CUSTOMER SERVICE, CALL CENTRE 
DOMESTIC 

EDUCATION, TEACHER, SCHOOL 
ENGINEERING, MANUFACTURING, UTILITIES 
ESTATE AGENCY, PROPERTY 


GRADUATE, TRAINEES 

HEALTH AND SAFETY, SECURITY, DEFENCE 

HR, RECRUITMENT 

INDUSTRIAL, WAREHOUSE, FACTORY 

IT, INTERNET, TELECOMS 

INSURANCE, BANKING, FINANCE 

LEGAL 

LEISURE, TOURISM, TRAVEL 
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANCY 
MANAGEMENT, SENIOR POSITIONS 
MARKETING, ADVERTISING 


MOTOR TRADE, DRIVER 
NOT FOR PROFIT, CHARITIES 

nursing .medicine ,carework senior & General Appointments 34-35 

PRINT, PACKAGING, DISTRIBUTION 
PR, MEDIA, JOURNALISM 
PUBLIC SECTOR, SOCIAL SERVICES 
RETAIL, WHOLESALE, SALES 
SCIENTIFIC AND PHARMACEUTICAL, 

RESEARCH 

TRANSPORT, LOGISTICS, AVIATION 


Abbey Court School 

“WE GROW PEOPLE” 

Abbey Court School provides a stimulating, 
challenging and safe learning environment where 
pupils and staff efforts, work and achievement are 
celebrated. 

We are currently looking for a 

Teacher for pupils with 
severe and profound learning 
difficulties to commence 
Easter 2010 

MPS + 2 SEN Points + 

TLR 2C £2478 (with previous experience) 

The school is located in pleasant surroundings and 
we have educational resources of enviable 
proportions. This post would suit newly qualified 
teachers or those wishing to gain further experience 
of SEN. Comprehensive induction and training will be 
provided. 

Telephone enquiries and informal visits to the school 
welcomed. 

Due to the conditions and complex needs of the 
pupils at Abbey Court School, continuity and 
consistency of support is paramount and 
therefore candidates for all positions will need to 
commit to the full working hours of the post. 
This school is committed to safeguarding and 
promoting the welfare of children and young people 
and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. Any offer of appointment for post is 
subject to a satisfactory Criminal Records Bureau 
Disclosure. 

Closing Date: 15th January 2010 
For further details and a job description, please 
contact Mrs Linda Taylor, Abbey Court School, Rede 
Court Road, Strood, Kent, ME2 3SP (01634 338236), 
stating the position for which you are applying. 


ST CRISPIN’S CP INFANT SCHOOL 

St Crispin’s Road, Westgate CT8 8EB 

We are looking to appoint a 

SITE MANAGER 

(FULL TIME) 

Kent Scheme Pay Band 5 (Points 14-17) 
Required from March 2010 
The successful applicant will be multi-skilled and 
self-motivated. 

Any appointment will be subject to full CRB check. 
For a full job description and application form please 
call at the school to collect details or download from 
website www.st-crispinsinfants.org.uk. 

School will be open from 5 January 2010. 
Application to Headteacher, Mrs MP Kehoe, 
by 15 January 2010. 

Interviews will take place on 22 January 2010. 


Deal Town Council is seeking 
an experienced and organised 

Finance Officer 

to be based in Deal Town Hall 

The post holder will work a minimum of 18 hours per 
week with occasional evenings required for meetings. 
The salary will be SCP 26, £22,221 pro rata. 

Full details and an application form can be 
downloaded from the Deal Town Council website 
www.deal.gov.uk<http://www.deal.gov.uk>. 

Alternatively contact the Town Clerk by telephone: 
01304 361999 

or by e-mail: deal.town.council@deal.gov.uk. 
(Not available from 25 December 2009 
until 4 January 2010). 

Closing Date: 

12 noon on Tuesday 12th January 2010 
Interview Date: Likely to be 19/20 January 2010 


JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find 
a job in the County 



COOK 

Required for residential 
care home in Folkestone. 
Must have experience in 
Cooking for the elderly. 
Post is subject to CRB 
check. 

For more information 
please call Julia Carter 
(Home Manager) 
Telephone 01303 254019 


Domestic Help 

and also a 

Part-Time Cook 

required at Care Home 
in Westgate on Sea 

For more information 
please contact 
Debbie or Diane 

Tel: 01843 831491 


Production Operatives 

Required for the fabrication of 
uPVC/aluminium window frames 

Previous experience is required. 

There is also the opportunity for NVQ training. 

If you are looking fora challenging job role please phone 
(01843) 850500 and request an application form or send 
your CV to: 

Ron Twyman at 
Piper Windows 

Hamel in Court, 140 Newington Road 
Ramsgate, Kent CT12 6PP 
or e-mail to ron@piperwindows.co.uk 


PIPER 


Assistant Manager 



Reauired For Residential Care Home 


To advertise in 

In Folkestone 


this section 

We are looking to recruit an enthusiastic 


and committed person. 



Must have Minimum NVQ Level 3 Qualification, 


Q 

and Experience in the role above. 


Please call Miss Julia Carter (Flome Manager) 
on 01303 254019 


01303817040 

Subject to satisfactory CRB Check 




“Time for a change?” 

We'll show you 
the way. 

Competitive salaries + excellent benefits • Thanet 

At Saga, we pride ourselves on doing things properly for our customers - offering a 
friendly service over the phone that meets their needs, promptly and accurately. 

If this describes you, then there's plenty to look forward to here. 

CUSTOMER RELATIONSHIP ADVISORS 

Are you good at spotting sales opportunities? Do you thrive on meeting and exceeding 
targets? Can you flourish in an ever changing, fast paced environment? If so, you could 
join our team introducing existing customers to the wide range of Saga products whilst 
providing excellent customer service. Ref: SVS354/KOS. 

MOTOR CLAIMS OPPORTUNITIES 

With various opportunities across our Motor Claims department, you could be dealing with 
anything from the initial report of a claim, vehicle repair management and negotiation of 
total loss settlements with third parties. You'll need to be a quick learner and really thrive in 
a fast moving, target based environment. The ability to build rapport and enhance customer 
experience is essential. Ref: SVS355/KOS. 

As part of our team, we'll ensure that you'll get excellent training and development at 
every stage. Your hard work will be rewarded with a fantastic range of benefits including 
private healthcare, pension scheme, social club and discounts on insurance products, 
holidays and flights for you and your relatives. 

So if you're looking for a new challenge, please send your application to Clare Dickinson, 

HR Officer, Saga Group Limited, Enbrook Park, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3SE or email 
human.resources@saga.co.uk Please call 01303 774888 for an application form or download 
one from our website. Please quote the appropriate reference number in your application. 

Closing date: 22 January 2010. 

saga.co.uk O^<*o*u 


SAGA 

Saga people do things properly 



































































Telephone editorial: 01303 817200 Email yourthanet@kosmedia.co.uk 
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Be the first in 
line to receive 
the latest top 
Kent jobs 


TEACHERS! 

& NURSERY NURSES 
GET A FLYING START 
WITH OUR EXCELLENT 
PAY RATES 

CALLUS! 01634817575 f 

and team more about our unique V 
loyalty scheme V 


officered.KJton scrtsc.cocr 

■Wo *ukn.idio^Pit%p COtti 



$ EDUCATION SENSE 


JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find a job in the County 



Register your details and we'll 
email you daily with new jobs 
that match your selected criteria 

JobsforKent.co.uk 

The smart way to find 
a job in the County 

POWERED BY KOS MEDIA j 



changing lives 
reducing crime 


Nacro is the principal crime reduction charity in England and Wales. It works to reduce crime by delivering a range of socially inclusive crime 
prevention initiatives by working for a fair and effective criminal justice system and by resettling offenders. 

Nacro Services in Kent and Medway offers vocational and skills training to young people aged 14-19years / adult learners and those who 
wish to improve their literacy and numeracy. Our aim is to motivate raise self-esteem and increase self confidence through effective training 
and skills development to progress our learners into education, training or employment. 

As our provision extends we are looking for lively, self motivated individuals who enjoy the challenge of working with people of all ages but, 
in particular, young people. 

We have the following vacancies at our Chatham New Bridge House Centre: 

PROGRAMME MANAGER 

£21,273 

We are looking for a motivated individual to develop and deliver a Hospitality/Catering Foundation Learning 
course to 14-19 year olds, which includes e2e Provision and Schools. 

You will possess the appropriate skills to engage young people in Hospitality and Catering to increase their 
participation and progression. You will be experienced in using imaginative new techniques to ensure take up 
of the course. 

ASSISTANT TRAINER 

£13,466 

We are looking for a motivated individual to assist the Programme Manager to develop and deliver a 
Hospitality/Catering Foundation Learning course to 14-19 year olds which includes e2e Provision and Schools. 

You will possess the appropriate skills to engage young people in Hospitality and Catering to increase their 
participation and progression. 

Contact colin.farrow@nacro.org.uk or call Colin Farrow on 01634 818305 for an application pack. 
We have the following vacancy at our Pathways Construction Centre in Chatham: 

TRAINER 

£17,834 

We hold contracts for Entry to Employment (e2e) and Schools to deliver programmes which engage and 
develop young people in order that they may progress into Employment, Training or Further Education. 

We are looking for an individual to join our staff team who is enthusiastic, lively and creative. You will be 
someone with experience/qualifications in Personal and Social areas so that we can expand our programme 
for young people. 

This post will be based at our Pathways Centre which specialises in Construction 

Contact carlie.kimpton@nacro.org.uk or call Carlie Kimpton on 01634 402761 for an application pack. 
We have the following vacancies at our Sittingbourne Centre: 

YOUTH WORKER - PART TIME (18HRS) ESF Switch Project 

£7,946 

We are looking for an enthusiastic individual who can motivate and engage young people between the ages of 
14-16 on short motivational courses. You will need to be willing to travel to deliver the courses in various 
locations across Kent. 


TRAINER - ESF TIE Project 

£17,834 

We are looking for an individual to join our staff team who is enthusiastic, lively and creative. You will be 
someone with experience/qualifications in Personal and Social areas so that we can expand our programme 
with 14-19 year old young people. You will need to be willing to travel to deliver the courses in various 
locations across Kent, and including the Young Offenders Institute in Medway. 

These post will work from our Sittingbourne Centre 

Contact colin.farrow@nacro.org.uk or call Colin Farrow on 01634 818305 for an application pack. 
Closing date for all the above posts is 8 January 2010 

VOLUNTEERS 

We are looking for people who like to volunteer to support the learners in our Centres in various roles e.g. 
mentoring, support for Skills for Life, in particular reception type duties at our Pathways Centre. Travel and 
lunch expenses are paid. 

Contact colin.farrow@nacro.org.uk or call Colin Farrow on 01634 818305 for an application pack. 
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Telephone advertising: 01303 817110 Email advertising@kosmedia.co.uk 


yourkentdating a 

W LOOKING FOR ROMANCE? TRY ONLINE... www.people2people.co.uk/kos.asp 



FREE AD placement, call: 

0808 156 5339 

(Calls are free; mobile rates may vary; check with your provider) 

COLLECT your messages: 

0906 550 4335 

(Calls cost £l/min; contact your service provider for details) 


WOMEN seeking men 

MAKE IT LAST Slim female, 25, 
5'10", long brown hair and blue eyes, 
caring and social, likes clubs, cine¬ 
mas, seeking a kind male, 30-45 for a 
relationship. Box 461558 O _ 

A NIGHT TO REMEMBER Hi I'm 
Katie, caring, fun-loving, 5ft5, slim sin¬ 
gle mum of 2. Enjoy clubbing out and 
cosy nights in with genuine man. Box 
453269 Q _ 

MATCH OF THE DAY! Fun to be 
with, blonde female, 25, 5ft2, a 
woman who loves football! Enjoys 
going out and staying in, looking for a 
like-minded man, to be her soulmate. 
Box 446494 Q _ 

NOT YOUR BROWN-EYED 
GIRL, BUT... Blue-eyed brunette, 

27, 5ft1, loves films, walking, darts, 
pool, singing, me time! Looking for 
honest guy with GSOH, to get to 
know. Box 880105 O Q _ 

LOOKIN 4 A GUY WHO'S EASY 
ON THE EYE! 25yr old female, 5ft8, 
medium-curvy build, N/S, enjoys read¬ 
ing, painting, cinema, walks, WLTM 
tall, attractive male, 23-32, for friend- 
ship, maybe LTR. Box 442644 Q Q 

IS ANYONE OUT THERE? 31 yr 
old easygoing, independent female, 
WLTM cuddly fella to enjoy the finer 
things in life with, leading to LTR with 
the right person. Box 879931 O Q 

GIVE AND TAKE IN LOVE Loving 
loyal female, 30, blue eyes, brown 
hair, seeking LTR with male 30-35, 
6ft+, no baggage, in the Maidstone 
area. Box 448471 Q _ 

HORSES FOR COURSES... 

Caring, loving, affectionate female, 

30, 5'2", blonde, likes walking, horse 
riding, animals, seeks affectionate 
male, 30-40, for lasting, loving rela- 
tionship. Box 384013 O _ 

A FAIRYTALE ENDING! Princess 
Fiona, 34, looking to meet her Shrek. 
5ft8, short brown/blonde hair, blue 
eyes, large build, seeks romantic car¬ 
ing guy for friendship, maybe more! 
Box 877957 © Q _ 

HAPPY DAYS! Attractive, fun-loving 
female, 35, 5'4", size 12, dark hair 
with blonde highlights, tactile, WLTM 
intelligent, professional, attractive guy, 
for a happy relationship. Tunbridge 
Wells. Box 308734 © Q _ 

FEAST YOUR EYES ON ME... 
Hello I'm Andrea, 35, petite 5ft3, 
shoulder length curly hair. I enjoy eat¬ 
ing out, cinema and I'm looking for 
friendship and possible long term rela¬ 
tionship Box 453039 O 
SEALED WITH A KISS Petite lady, 
36, long hair, blue eyes, single mum, 
enjoys holidays, wining and dining, 
laughing, seeks loyal, loving man for 
friendship and more. Box 453079 O 

STARRY NIGHTS Hello I'm Sarah, 
single mum from Kent, brown hair 
enjoy swimming nights in/out looking 
for a caring man to share the best 
thing in life. Box 878378_ 

I LIKE DRIVING IN MY CAR 
Honest, caring woman, 36, 5ft5, slim, 
blue eyes. I'm caring, honest, have 
four children. I enjoy drives, horse rid- 
ing. Maidstone. Box 456159 O 

MEND A BROKEN HEART Single 
mum, 37, fun-loving, been hurt in 
past, looking for nice, genuine guy for 
hopeful happiness - no time wasters! 
Box 908053 © Q _ 

SEIZE THE DAY Loving female, 36, 
5ft4, brown hair, green eyes, likes 
socialising, staying in, seeks genuine 
male for friendship and more. Box 
428666 0 _ 

LOVE TO LOVE YOU Lovely 
female, 36, 5ft4, medium/large build, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, own house, 
loves walking, going out, the usual! 
Seeking male for long-term/serious 
relationship. Box 438102 _ 

HISTORIC MEETING? Munxjpf 
three, 36, long mousey hair, blue 
eyes, interested in historical places, 
music, eating out, seeks kind, caring, 
genuine male 36-49, non-smoker, for 
LTR. Box 440693 Q _ 

CUTE AS CAN BE Cute single 
mum of four, 38, Kent-based, into 
most things, looking for friendship, 
possibly romance. Box 897983 Q 


EASY TO LOVE Lovely African 
female, 39, 5ft4, likes football, social¬ 
ising, cinema and cooking, looking for 
a loving and caring male for a LTR. 
Ashford. Box 460968 © 

AN AFRICAN DIAMOND 38yr old 
African girl, likes cooking, going out, 
watching films and dancing, seeking a 
loving and caring boy for companion¬ 
ship and more. Box 446676 © 
DON'T LET ME DOWN Pretty, 
black female, 38, 5ft4, like football, 
socialising and cooking, looking for a 
loving and caring male, 38-42, for a 
LTR. Box 446684 ©_ 

YOUNG-AT-HEART Attractive 38yr 
old female, dark brown hair, blue 
eyes, curvy physique, likes days out, 
music, concerts, cinema, walking, 
cycling, seeks loving, fun male, for 
friendship/relationship. Box 901893 

OQ 



QUICK, EASY WAY 
TO VIEW OHOTOS! 

Just enter the six-digit 
Box number, followed by 
a space, then PHOTO and 
send to 82250 

Your phone must be WAP-enabled I 
- £1.50 per photo 

ADDING OHOTOS! 

Email: Send your photo and 
Member Number to: 
Louise@g8wave.co.uk 
Mobile: Register your number 
with us & send by MMS to 
07786 203 777. 

Enter P2P as subject. 

MMS - network charges apply. I 

SHOW ME HEAVEN Black lady, 
38yr old, enjoys swimming, films and 
bird watching. Fairly new to the area. 
Wltm a male for friendship and maybe 
romance. Box 441608 ©_ 

A NICE BOTTLE OF WINE 
Lovely, glossy brunette, 39yr old, 
petite, bubbly and loving, enjoys the¬ 
atre, music and eating out, WLTM a 
professional, loving and tactile male 
for a relationship Box 442551 © Q 

NO TIES Lonely, bored, professional 
Tunbridge Wells Asian lady, 40, 

WLTM slim, single, solvent, profes¬ 
sional white male 40-50 for company, 
fun, love and laughter. Box 443573 © 

TAKE A LITTLE TIME Social la<J$i 
41,5'3", GSOH, likes family life, going 
out, cinema, walks, staying in, seek¬ 
ing a fun male for company. 
Sheerness. Box 461145 ©_ 

CAN'T SMILE WITHOUT YOU 
Professional female, 41,5ft, brown 
hair/eyes, likes country pubs and 
walks, looking for a gent, 42-55, to 
share a happy future with. Gillingham 
Box 462538 ©_ 

FOR A RELATIONSHIP? Shy but 
confident-once-known female, a mum, 
40, likes socialising, tennis, walks, 
swimming; seeks gent with similar 
interests to find hopeful love with. Box 
452106 ©_ 

LOVE IS ALL AROUND Happy 
go-lucky, bubbly Blonde, 42, blue 
eyes, hard-working, love outings, 
looking for a nice, genuine guy for 
relationship. Bromley Box 454517 
YOU'RE THE ONE THAT I 
WANT Fun-loving lady, 42, 5ft, brown 
hair, green eyes, enjoy being out¬ 
doors, horse riding, pubs, cinema and 
sharing a nice bottle of wine. WLTM 
you! Box 865096 


DOES THIS SOUND LIKE YOU? 

Single mum, 42, from Ashford, 5ft9, 
dark hair/eyes, likes wine bars, pubs, 
days out and keeping fit, looking for a 
caring and fun-loving gent, 5ft9+. Box 
461129 ©_ 

ANOTHER CHAPTER Hardfp£ 
ing PA, 43, single mum, grey-green- 
blue eyes, loves socialising and 
enjoying life, seeks loyal, honest male 
to find love with. Sittingbourne. Box 
461037 ©_ 

TALL ORDER Curvy lady, 5ft9, 

43yrs old, blonde hair/green eyes. I 
live in Deal in Kent, I'm down-to-earth 
and like being out and about. Box 
456020 ©_ 

LIVE LIFE TO THE FULL Good 
looking brunette from Kent, 43, 5ft10, 
likes bowling, eating in/out etc. 

Looking for a good-looking guy, 35- 
45, with GSOH for friendship/relation- 
ship. Box 450348 ©_ 

LET'S SEE WHAT HAPPENS 
Laid-back single mum, very bubbly, 
outgoing and intelligent, 43, enjoys 
social life, drinks, meals, cinema; 
looking to start afresh with someone 
new, easygoing and life-loving. Box 
446102 ©_ 

SWEET AS HONEY Petite, slim, 
honey-blonde lady, 5'4" age 44, 
enjoys the seaside and horse-racing. 
Looking for a dark-haired, genuine, 
honest and professional man, 25-50 
in Brighton. Box 458465 © _ 

HOW YOU DOING? Attractive, 
curvy single mum, 44, kind, genuine, 
loyal and loving, seeking a man with 
similar qualities to share my life with. 
St Leonards-on-Sea Box 459128 © 

STAY TRUE Attractive, curvy, single 
mum, size 18, 44, kind, genuine, 5'5", 
loyal, loving, seeking a man with simi¬ 
lar qualities to share my life with. St 
Leonards-on-Sea Box 461830 © 

LOVE TO MEET YOU Kind 
woman, 42, outgoing, happy-go-lucky, 
sometimes shy. I like gardening, 
socialising, travel, walks. Looking for 
happy, fun fella. Aylesford Box 
428464_ 

GENUINE REPLIES ONLY Bubbly 
female, 44, brunette, N/S, 
medium/large build, enjoys singing 
and theatre. Would love to meet a 
decent fun-loving guy, similar age, 
pref non-smoker for LTR. Box 445955 
© 

ENJOY LIFE TO THE FULL 

Young-looking 46yr old female, 5ft4, 
slim, blonde, non-smoker, affection¬ 
ate, loyal, caring, seeking a male, 40- 
45, up to 5ft7, to share life with. 
Ashford/Maidstone area please. Box 
461938 ©_ 

YOUNG AT HEART Young 46, 
attractive, fun-loving female, looking 
for someone fit, handsome, intelligent, 
full of fun, sexy, Worldly Man to share 
everything that life has to offer. Box 
884113 © Q_ 

MY PRINCE? Not-just-for-xmas dog 
lover, into sports, walks, motorbikes, 
GSOH, female, 47, pretty, long dark 
hair, looking for knight in shining 
armour! East Sussex area. Box 
872961 © 

A REAL DIAMOND African lady, 

47, honest, loving and caring, enjoy 
most things in life, looking for a male, 
50+, for a LTR. Canterbury Box 
460999© _ 

HELP ME OPEN UP Easygoing 
lady, 46, dark brown hair/blue eyes, 
medium build, likes life, socialising, 
the seaside, walks, drinks, WLTM 
male to share a bottle of wine with. 
Box 444585 © 


ETERNALLY YOURS Easygoing 
woman, likes most things in life; coun¬ 
try walks, films, cinema, cooking. I'm 
46, 5ft2, medium build. WLTM gen¬ 
uine, happy guy, easygoing and fun. 
Box 445635 ©_ 

ARE YOU THE ONE FOR ME? 
Caring, cute female, 46, petite, likes 
socialising, dancing, travelling, good 
food, seeking intelligent, loyal man 
42-52 for love and TLC. Seaford. Box 
444366© _ 

MAKE A DATE Friendly female, 48, 
blonde, blue eyes, medium build, likes 
most things, seeking a nice, genuine 
male 48-52. Canterbury. Box 460951 
©_ 

MAKE IT ENJOYABLE Pretty, 
young-looking, slender woman, 49, 
dark-haired seeks reliable gentleman, 
25-49 for a loving relationship. 
Rochester. Box 460686 © Q _ 

LIKE MINDS Single female, 49, 
enjoy a varied social life going out, 
tenpin bowling, out for meals, cinema, 
travelling, looking to meet someone 
with similar interests. Eastbourne. Box 
866286 © Q 

ARE YOU LOVING AND CAR¬ 
ING? Young 48 year old, loving, car¬ 
ing, very bubbly, 5ft5, medium build, 
blonde, blue eyes, likes clubs, cine¬ 
ma, eating, out, cosy nights, good 
company Box 434089 O Q _ 

HIT THE JACKPOT Good-looking 
female, 50, looking for a kind, reliable 
and honest man, must be a moderate 
drinker, for companionship and 
romance. Box 878216 © _ 

LAUGHTER, THE BlUf MEDI¬ 

CINE Help me write my stand-up 
comedy routine! I'm 49, you'll need to 
make me laugh out loud and under¬ 
stand observational comedy to make 
the grade. Box 892640 © 

JUST IMAGINE Petite, brunette, 
bubbly, friendly, easygoing single 
mum, 49, enjoys cinema, eating out, 
socialising, most things, WLTM gen¬ 
uine male, to see where life takes us! 
Box 893562 ©_ 

MAKE A DATE Petite female, 52, 
blonde, blue eyes, seeks 46-61 year 
old single male for Itr. Interests 
include walking, photography and 
more. Brighton. Box 866322 © Q 

CARING & PROFESSIONAL 
Female 49, 5ft4, long hair, slim build, 
likes eating out, the beach, travel, 
seeks a friendly chap, 48-55. 

Hastings. Can George call again with 
contact details? Box 417100 © 
LOVELY BUBBLY Short 51 yr old 
professional lady, likes history, films 
and reading, seeking a genuine gent, 
45-58, with GSOH to enjoy evenings 
out, stimulating conversations and 
fun. Box 452311 © _ 

DO YOU HAVE THE BRAINS & 
THE LOOKS?! Professional, attrac¬ 
tive female, 54, enjoys the countiy- 
side, gardening, keeping fit, reading 
and live music, looking to meet an 
attractive and intelligent man for a 
relationship. Box 448863 © Q 

COMPANIONSHIP, LAUGHTER, 
HOPEFULLY MORE Curvy & cud 
dly, outgoing, friendly, honest female, 
53, 5ft7, larger build, fair hair, likes 
socialising, country walks, theatre, 
cinema, music, swimming, WLTM sim- 
ilar loving male. Box 443642 © 7. 

PERFECT MATCH l\|f§e, attrac¬ 
tive lady, fair hair, brown eyes, in 
good shape, loves travel, theatre, 
sport, music, seeking the company of 
a cultured, funny, adventurous male. 
Maidstone. Box 462273 © 



Charges: 35p each message you send. Forwarded 
messages and requested matches: 75p incl VAT. 

Over 18s only. To cancel send STOP to 81188. For help call 0871 220 9188 
- lOp/min all times. g8wave, London N7 9AH. ©2009 g8wave 


Text KOS to 81188 


REPLY to an ad, call: 

0905 211 0651 

(Calls cost £1.20/min; contact your service provider for details) 

REPLY by Oext 

You can choose to text the member’s 6-digit box number followed by a 
space, then your message (max of 160 characters) and send to 82250 
e.g. 654321 Hi my name is... Standard network rates apply to send 
messages. Successfully forwarded messages cost £1.50 per message. 


BROWSE and listen line: 

0906 753 3093 

(Calls cost 75p/min; contact your service provider for details) 

HELP required with service? 

0871 220 9205 

Live assistance, 2pm-5.30pm. Mon to Fri I Email: louise @ g8wave.co.uk 
(Calls cost lOp/min; contact your service provider for details) 


SMART MOVE Spontaneous, 
friendly, lively female, 55, likes cine¬ 
ma, walking, cooking, socialising, 
seeks similar person for friendship 
leading to hopefully more. Box 
430854 © _ 

A FAIRY TALE ENDING Bubbly 
blonde, 56, hazel eyes, hard working, 
seeking a man, 45-55, to be my 
knight in shining armour. Herne Bay 
Box 455417 ©_ 

ANIMAL LOVER Attractive lady, 
non-smoker, aged 57, GSOH. I enjoy 
eating in/out, seeing friends, theatre, 
animals and WLTM similar, non- 
smoking male. Box 452498 © 

DINE WITH ME Hi, I'm Marianne, 
50s, tall and blonde, extrovert, love 
travel, sports, restaurants, the good 
things in life, looking for a tall, solvent 
gent, 40-50. Box 452191 ©_ 

LET'S SEE WHAT HAPPENS! 
Smart petite lady, 56, 5ft4, tall, blonde 
hair, green eyes, likes restaurants, 
theatre, cinema, travel abroad; seek¬ 
ing happy guy with similar interests. 
Box 448795 ©_ 

WALKS ALONG THE COAST 
Honest & sincere female, 58, tall, 
GSOH, loves country pubs, coasts, 
cinema, seeking a man who's a 
match for me with GSOH for relation- 
ship. Box 441622 ©_ 

MUSIC TO MY EARS Hi my 
name's Christine, 59, 5'9", slim build, 
wear glasses, likes live music, the¬ 
atre, playing darts, looking for slim 
build male, for friendship, possible 
more. Box 419914 ©_ 

BE YOURSELF Outgoing lady, 
active, 60, tolerant, open-minded, 
loves life animals and genuine peo¬ 
ple, seeks a sincere man for 
romance. M argate. Bo x 865760 

ORDINARY ME Gillingham based 
lady 60, looking for a male friend and 
companion. I'm friendly, blonde, 5ft4, 
slim build. Box 462244 ©_ 

LOVE ME DO Loving and caring 
lady, 63, 5ft3, brown hair/eyes, likes 
most things in life, looking for a car¬ 
ing and considerate male for friend¬ 
ship, hopefully a LTR.Margate Box 
460082 © 

SOMEBODY TO LAUGH 
WITH... Loving lady looking for com¬ 
panionship, 63, 5ft3, medium build, 
brown hair/eyes, loves dancing, walks 
and animals; seeks similar male with 
great SOH for lasting happiness. Box 
446382 ©_ 

FIGHTING FIT? Veryyoui1| 64 
year old lady, many interests, loves 
socialising, walks, music, dogs; seeks 
intelligent, unpretentious ex¬ 
forces/fireman male? For committed 
relationship. Maidstone. Box 462717 
© 

PUT SPARK INTO LIFE Caring 
slim female, 64, 5ft2, like meals out, 
cinema, walks, gardening and golf, 
looking for a kind and loving compan- 
ion, 60-68. Box 450581 ©_ 

LET'S FALL IN LOVE Lovely 
female, 65, 5ft2, enjoys walking, bird¬ 
watching, cinema, theatre and red 
wine, seeking a male companion to 
share life with. Box 444763 © 

Women 

seeking women^^ 

LET’S FIND OUT! Hi, I’m a fun- 
loving, kind, passionate lady, 44, 5ft5, 
with a wicked sense of humour, look¬ 
ing for friendship and what ever 
evolves from there. Kent. Box 877446 
OQ_ 

HOPE YOU'RE OUT THERE? 
Sincere female, 49, likes football, ani¬ 
mals, country pursuits, seeks femi¬ 
nine woman for friendship, maybe 
more. Gillingham Box 456805 © 



MEN seeking women 


MAKE A DATE Canterbury chap, 
28, wicked sense of humour, caring, 
cuddly and open-minded seeks com¬ 
panionship and more. My perfect 

evening.sofa, movie, choccies, a 

bottle of red. Box 863208 © Q 

LOVE-ONE? Kent-based male, 25, 
blond/blue, into clubbing, going out, 
tennis, football, seeks female, 20s, 
for friendship and more. Box 127012 


MAKE IT LAST Slim, clean shaven 
guy, 29, love cars and bikes looking 
to share my heart with a curvy, natu¬ 
ral, loving and caring woman for long¬ 
term companionship. Box 865405 © 

Q 

HURT NO MORE Honest sincere 
male, 35, 6ft, blonde hair/blue eyes, 
slim, likes the usual pubs, clubs, 
meals, golf and films, seeks fun lady 
for honest relationship. Aylesford. 

Box 462686 ©_ 

ENDLESS LOVE Athletic male, 35, 
5ft9, professional, looking for a fun, 
lively and outgoing female to enjoy 
life with, GSOH is a must! Box 
863555 ©_ 

LOVE ME TENDER Fun-loving 
honest guy , 34, 5ft11, brown hair, 
seeking honest, caring female for 
friendship, maybe leading to honest, 
tender relationship. Eastbourne. Box 
446200 © Q_ 

BOTTLE OF WINE Hi, easygoing 
male, 35, 5ft9, medium build, brown 
hair. I'm based in Brighton and enjoy 
seeing friends, drinks, cinema, walks. 
~ x 450165 OQ_ 

AN ATTRACTIVE OFFER 
Handsome, tall male, 38, 6'4", look¬ 
ing for a young lady to slowly re-dis- 
cover the finer things in life. Box 
454805© _ 

INTERESTED? Genuine male, 39, 
blonde hair, blue eyes, 5'8", medium 
build, likes cooking, dining out, quiet 
holidays, seeking a lovely lady for 
good company. Ramsgate. Box 
463493 ©_ 

LIFE IS FOR LIVING Divorced 
male, 40, 5'10", brown hair, blue 
eyes,likes live music, looking for a 
fun woman to enjoy life with, to go 
out for fun. Eastbourne Box 462094 
© 

TWO HEARTS Romantic male, 40, 
6ft, slim build, GSOH, brown 
hair/eyes, enjoys football, pool, DIY, 
socialising with friends, cinema, 
seeks female, 36-45, GSOH, roman- 
tic. Sheerness Box 462768 O 

SEEKING MY MATCH Single dad, 

39, 6ft dark hair, nice looking, loyal, 

honest, separated. Looking for a lov¬ 
ing, honest, fun-loving lady. 
Eastbourne Box 458980 ©_ 

DO I ATTRACT YOU? Happy go 
lucky single dad, 40, looking for a 
slim female, -size 12, to share good 
times and happiness with. Hunton 
Box 457738 © _ 

IT’S WHAT'S INSIDE TfM(f 

COUNTS Loving and caring male, 

40, 5ft8, medium build, average 

looks, seeks outgoing, loving, caring 
person to find love with. Canterbury, 
"•x 458290 ©_ 

FULLY HOUSE TRAINED! 
Happy-go-lucky divorced single dad, 
40, slim/medium build, 6ft, dark hair, 
love motorcycles, family time, cook¬ 
ing, WLTM female, prefer single 
mum, to enjoy life with. Polegate Box 
864778 ©_ 

BEING WITH YOU I'm an honest, 
easygoing, young-looking, fit male, 
40s, 5ft9, love live music, eating out, 
theatre, cinema and pubs, seeking a 
like-minded female. Box 893760 O 
Q 

PUT THAT SPARK BACK IN 
MY LIFE Virgo male, 40, 5ft7, 
stocky build, kind, loving, fine guy, 
enjoys the cinema, meals out, walks 
on beaches, WLTM like-minded per- 
son to be my girl. Box 446211 © 

HE'S MIGHTY FINE! Virgo male, 

40, 5ft7, stocky build, kind, loving, 

fine guy, enjoys the cinema, meals 
out, walks on beaches, WLTM like- 
minded person to be my girl. Box 
446212 ©_ 

LOVE ON THE DANCEFLOOR 
Outgoing, young-minded male, 47, 
smoker, likes war games, books, cin¬ 
ema, castles, places of interest, 
seeking similar woman to boogie on 
the dancefloor with. Margate. Box 
443750 ©_ 

SO HAPPY TOGETHER Single 
male, honest and caring, 5'6" non- 
smoker, 41, likes football, tennis, 
walks, music, the simple things in life 
would like to share them with you. 

Box 462848 ©_ 

HIYA I'm a cute and laid-back guy, 

41, 5ft8, short hair, athletic, very tac¬ 
tile, loving and spontaneous, likes 
shopping, travelling, eating in/out, 
hate football! Brighton. Box 450614 

ONE STEP CLOSER Truthful 
male, 43, 5ft8, brown hair/eyes, 
medium build, own house, enjoys 
most things, seeks loving woman. 
Brighton Box 455722 ©_ 

THE REAL THING Honest, hard 
working man, 40, 5'6", short dark 
hair, blue eyes, well-hung, looking for 
a lady to be a friend and attractive 
lover. Box 463374 © 


THE REAL THING Happy-go-lucky, 
fun-loving male, 42, 5ft9, brown eyes, 
medium build, likes nights out/in with 
a can of coke, seeking similar female 
for companionship. Box 441762 © 
SIMILAR INTERESTS? 

Easygoing, laid back gent, compas¬ 
sionate and kind. I'm 45 and have 
dark hair. I love music (especially 
60s/70s), travel, current affairs. WLTM 
fun, easygoing woman. Box 458860 
© 

THE FIRST KISS Liverpudlian 
male, 43, loves football, works for the 
NHS, loves fun and going to movies, 
seeking female to share a date with 
and mayb& more. Box 446633 © 

IN LOVE Single 50s male looking for 
lady for loving friendship. I'm honest, 
sincere, genuine and love a laugh, 
hoping for lasting romance. Box 
451188 ©_ 

TAKE ON ME Blue eyed male, 45, 
6ft, medium-athletic build, likes coun¬ 
try/coastal walks, live music bars and 
cinema; seeks attractive romantic 
female 35-55 for nights out/maybe 
LTR.. .Medway. Box 866753_ 

SHARE THE GOOD LIFE 
Professional male, 45, own home/car, 
likes cinemas, weekends away, the 
coast, a BBQ and good wine, looking 
for friendship, hopefully more. Box 
4262Q2Q_ 

FAMILY LIFE Happy-go-lucky dad, 
46, sporty, keeps in good shape, own 
place, looking for an honest person to 
get to know well, possibly for relation- 
ship. Box 452446 ©_ 

ROMANCE IS ALIVE Easygoing 
46yr old good looking male, GSOH, 
looking or a bubbly female, 45-45, for 
romance and share the good things in 
life. Box 454688 ©_ 

GET YOUR FEET WET Separated 
male, 47, 5'8" medium build, 14 
stone, enjoys going out, holidays, 
walks on the beach looking for a trust¬ 
worthy lady 40-50. Eastbourne. Box 
458485 O 

MADE TO MAKE YOU HAPPY 

Easygoing guy with GSOH, 46, not 
bad looking, looking for someone to 
enjoy friendship, romance and maybe 
something more. Eastbourne. Box 
456248 ©_ 

GSOH A MUST Hello there, I'm a 
47yr old guy, 5ft11, dark brown hair. 

I'm professional and work hard and 
enjoy cars, history, walking, cycling, 
architecture. Kent. Box 463244 © 
MEET YOUR MATCH! Slim single 
dad, 47, works full time, looking for a 
slim/medium build lady, 25-50, chil¬ 
dren not a problem. Hobbies include, 
fishing, football, diy and 
cooking.Dover Box 462630 © 

GAINING CONFIDENCE 47yr old 
chap, Brighton based. I have my own 
company and I enjoy most things in 
life. Looking for a fresh start with a 
genuine lady. Box 463623 © _ 

TAKE MY HAND Genuine, hwMk ’ 

man, 47, likes dining out, walking, 
looking to share the good life with a 
woman, 35-50. Deal, Kent. Box 
460441 ©_ 

GET HAPPY Easygoing guy with 
GSOH, 46, not bad looking, looking 
for someone to enjoy friendship, 
romance and maybe something more. 
Eastbourne. Box 461443 © _ 

LOTS OF LOVE fit GIVE Family- : 

man tired of living in a void, 47, 5ft11, 
very caring, looking to meet a woman 
with a heart of gold to be happy with. 
Box 447341 © 


GOING SWIMMINGLY! Sincere, 
down-to-earth male, 47, 6ft, good- 
looking, athletic, own business, likes 
swimming, cinema, music, gigs, walk¬ 
ing, seeking slim, laid-back lady, 28- 
45, for potential LTR. Box 440847 


FUN IN THE SUN Young 49 year 
old male looking for a serious Itr. 

Enjoy good food/wine hot lazy holi¬ 
days, need nice lady to enjoy them 
with me. Box 868561 © Q _ 

THE ROMANTIC KIND Easy 
going professional 50yr old man, 
looking for a woman for friendship, 
maybe more. I enjoy most thing in 
life, especially holidays abroad and 
romantic dinners. Box 452860 © 


SOMEONE FOR EVERYONE Slim 
guy, 49,1 like motorbikes, gardening, 
sports, DIY. I'm honest, reliable and 
straight forward and WLTM someone 
who wants to move forward. Box 
458008© _ 

COME FLY WITH ME Single 
father, kind and caring, 5'9", blue 
eyes, slim build, lives by the sea, 
seeking as lovely lady to share life 
with. Deal Box 463679 © 


IMAGINE IT... Almost 50, fairly slim 
male, bit of grey likes cycling, social¬ 
ising, golf non-smoker, seeking a laid 
back .lady for fun times. 

Sittingbourne. Box 463766 © 


PATIENCE AND UNDERSTAND¬ 
ING Understanding, caring, single, 
54, male, 5ft10, medium build, grey 
hair. I enjoy beach walks, cinema/the¬ 
atre, bowling, darts. Looking for last¬ 
ing relationship. Canterbury. Box 
462892 © 


LOVE AND LAUGHTER. Male, 

55, 6ft, good sense of humour looking 
for a soul mate and best friend as 
well as a lover. Must be single and 
honest. Box 863979 Q 


GET TOGETHER Professional 
man, care manager, active social life, 
55, looking for a similar lady in 
Eastbourne. Box 458990 O _ 

A VERY GOOD SOH... Hi I'm 
Male, 56, live by the sea, very youth¬ 
ful, 6ft, slim, tall, blue eyes, very 
attractive apparently...! Enjoys the 
outdoors, seeks similar lady. 
Westgate-on-Sea. Box 460324 © 


WHO KNOWS? Loyal honest guy, 
56, 5ft10, slim build, short fair hair, 
enjoys life and motorcycling; seeking 
humorous lady with genuine nature 
for love. Box 448072 © 


Men 

seeking men 

TALL ORDER 40yr old chap, 5ft8, 
dark, slim/muscular build, good look¬ 
ing. Looking for a tall guy for fun. Box 
439132 © 


RENAISSANCE MAN Artistic 
male, 51,511" slim, grey hair, blue 
eyes, creative, cosmopolitan outlook 
and many interests, seeking a male, 
20-40 for friendship and more. Box 
461034 © _ 

SPORTY GUY Hi, I'm a 55 year old 
guy, seeking fun male 30-50, interest¬ 
ed in sport, motorcycles and outdoor 
activities. Box 863336 © _ 

TRY ME OUT Maidstone-based 
guy, 57, fair hair/brown eyes, looking 
for a like-minded male, 50-60, for 
friendship/relationship. Box 463770 
© 


TAKING IT EASY Male, patient 
and easygoing, in his 60s seeking 
young, slim, men of any back ground. 
Dover. Box 460854 © 


TEXT REPLY: For your protection, you will not be allowed to swap contact 
details until you have exchanged five messages each. GUIDELINES: 
Private individuals seeking long-term, monogamous relationships may 
advertise in yourkentdating. We suggest that ads contain a self-descrip¬ 
tion, age range, and lifestyle description. We reserve the right to refuse 
or edit any ad for any reason. Ads may not be submitted by persons 
younger than 18 years of age for publication in yourkentdating. Also, no 
ads will be published seeking persons younger than 18 years of age. 
DISCLAIMER: KOS Media assumes no liability for the content of or reply 
to any personal advertisement. The advertiser assumes complete lia¬ 
bility for the content of all replies to any advertisement or recorded mes¬ 
sage and for any claims made against KOS Media as a result thereof. 
The advertiser agrees to indemnify and hold KOS Media harmless from 
all costs, expenses (including reasonable solicitor's fees), liabilities and 
damages resulting from or caused by the publication or recording placed 
by the advertiser or any reply to any such advertisement. If you are not 
a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges. Service provided by g8wave Ltd. DATA PRO¬ 
TECTION: The People2People™ service is provided by g8wave Ltd, 10 
Tileyard Studios, Tileyard Road, London N7 9AH. g8wave Ltd will collect 
the details you provide when placing your ad, including your name and 
address and may use your information to send you details of other relat¬ 
ed services and events operated by the company. Your name and 
address, but no other data, may also be passed on to KOS Media who 
may use it for their own marketing purposes. Your ad may appear in 
other newspapers and on the People2People™ Internet site. If you are 
not a BT telephone customer, please contact your service provider for 
details of their charges, "yourkentdating" is a trademark of g8wave Ltd. 
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yourlocal professionals 


Advertise your business on yourkenttv.co.uk - the Kent local search directory find out more about us and our products and services online 


TO ADVERTISE © Email us at 


classifiecK9kosmedia.co.uk 


Telephone us on 01303 817000 (j|j| Faxuson 01303 817001 


ADVERTISING 


BUILDING SERVICES 


Your next customer 
could be reading 
about your 


mmw 

business 

NOW! 



Advertise today 

Call 01303 817049 


AERIAL SERVICES 


digitaijjvj (avinco) 

Registered Installer AviriCO Limited 

DIGITAL TV 
01843 584040 

Sky HD from £49 
Freesat Installer 

TV Aerial & Satellite Installations 
Free Estimates & Advice 
Domestic, Communal & Commercial 
sales@avinco.co.uk www.avinco.co.uk 


PMC 
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r 

Roofing W Painting V Plumbing 
FGeneral Maintenance 

“Flat Roof Problems? 
We have the solution” 

uau RUB&CR 


We are approved installers of Liquid Rubber Unique 
Roof Bond System. Whether you are suffering from 
a leaking flat roof or building a new extension, we 
can help you with all your roofing needs! 

No Call out charge for any emergency leaks or 
plumbing requirements 
Call us now for your free quotation 

T: 01622 691200 

E: Philipsmichael@btconnect.com 

www.phillipsmaintenance.co.uk 

Maintaining the future of your property 


INTERIORS / BATHROOMS 


FOR ALL YOUR BATHROOM 
& PLUMBING NEEDS 
VISIT OUR MASSIVE 
SHOWROOM 
& TRADE.CENTRE 
FREE LOCAL DELIVERY 


ALLBITS Plumbing Supplies 
Unit 60, John Wilson Industrial Estate, 
Whitstable, Kent, CT5 3QT 

Telephone: 01227 281648 


SHEDS/FENCING 




AH types of H R ■ ■ U 

fencing supplied “ 

fitted o* repaired.' w 
Also decking & patios || , 

FREE Estimates f 
0777 035 6048 anytime 



1 


PLASTERING / ARTEXING 

SHEDS/FENCING 





COLLAR'S 

a family business €ST 1974 

your satisfaction guaranteed 


Plastering, Artexing & 
Decorating Specialists 




WINTER SALE 



Sheds built to order 
Standard or custom made 
to your specifications 

UNBELIEVABLE PRICES 

Fitting and Painting 
all inclusive of price 

Phone today for your free 
no obligation estimate 

Office: 01227 283533 


29 Park Road Herne Bay, 
Kent CT6 5ST 

www.rb-sheds.co.uk 
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BUILDING SERVICES 


ELECTRICIANS 


PLASTERING / ARTEXING 


SPORTS / ACTIVITIES 








CWD BUILDERS 

Your building projects 

Ky/i/ 



in safe hands 

Plumbing • Electrics • Carpentry 
Plastering • Rendering 
Damp-proofing • Decorating 
Roofing • Fascias & Soffits 
Drainage & Groundworks 
Extensions • Renovations 
New Builds • Garden Design 

For a complete and professional service 
with flair, imagination and experience, 
call today for a FREE ESTIMATE on 

07980 062694 or 01303 872505 


CWD Building Services 

Providing a complete build service 
to make your dreams a reality 


SOUTHGATE 


ELECTRICAL 

SERVICE 

Rewires, alterations, aerials, alarms. 
FREE quotations. ‘Fully qualified’ 
For enquiries call 

01227 712790 
07889 895394 


APPROVED CONTRACTOR 


cn 

Ceilings • Walls • Coving • Decorating 

o 
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J.A CRONIN 
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PLASTERING 

< 

• 

Established 25 Years 

QJ 
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Ceilings • Walls 

• 

o 
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Coving • Decorating 

o 

o 

• 

Alterations 
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Free Insurance Quotes 

• 

£ 

Friendly Advice 
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Call Jimmy on 01227 264399 

n 

O 

c 

07971 971 031 
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GREENFIELDS 

SHOOTING GROUNDS 


Greenfields offers a range of tuition 
options, from lessons for beginners 
through to experienced shot 
guidance. Our tuition will help you 
reach the level you desire in a 
friendly, pressure-free environment. 


Greenfields Shooting Grounds 
Sturry Hill, Sturry, Nr Canterbury, Kent CT2 ONG 

01227 713 222 

sales@greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 

www.greenfieldsshooting.co.uk 


HOUSE CLEARANCE 


ROOFING 


WINDOWS, DOORS & CONSERVATORIES 



Full & Part House Clearances 
carried out sensitively & efficiently. 
To arrange a free quotation 
please call: 0844 499 4187 


u 


& 



Roofing Contractors 

• Leadwork Specialists 
• Tiling & Slating 
• Fully Insured 

• Flat Roofs - Felt & Fibreglass 
• Facias & Guttering 
• All new work guaranteed 

0800 118 22 68 01227 741094 


Able Glazing and Repairs 

DOUBLE GLAZING REPAIR SPECIALISTS 

Repairs include: 
• Misted glass 
• Replacement Hinges and Handles 
Replacement Windows and Doors 
AND NEW 
Kitchen Glass splash backs 

01843 583327 

ablegrepairs@yahoo.co.uk 



ONLINE TV 


online TV as it happens 


Watch Vie latest web IV sport news and action kentnews.co.uk 


FOOTBALL • CRICKET • RUGBY • TENNIS • BOXING • ATHLETICS • GOLF • HORSE RACING • SNOOKER • MOTORSPORT • CYCLING 
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It's a fixture freeze-out for Wanderers 



RETURN: Thanet Wanderers will be looking to 
kick off 2010 with victory over Tunbridge Wells 


SATURDAY’S game between Thanet 
Wanderers and Tunbridge Wells will be for 
league points only - forcing the re-arrange- 
ment of the Kent Cup tie between the sides. 

Thanet had hoped to play the fixture as a 
winner-takes-all double-header to avoid a fix¬ 
ture backlog after last weekend’s derby at 
Dover was postponed for the second time. 

The Crabble pitch, deemed unplayable on 
December 19, once again fell foul of the freez¬ 
ing conditions in south-east Kent and 
Wanderers head coach Darryl Vas voiced his 
frustration. 

He said: “It was really annoying, our boys 


wanted to play and Dover wanted to play but 
it wasn’t to be. We’ve now got a fixture backlog 
with the Kent Cup game to fit in, and we 
asked if we could play Tunbridge Wells as a 
double-header but the answer was no. 

“Our job now is to make sure Maidstone, 
Aylesford and Old Elthamians stay beneath 
us. We’d like to finish upper mid-table, we’ve 
got all our players back and the next eight 
weeks should be a good period for us.” 

As it is, Thanet occupy 11th place in London 


1 South and they know a win at St Peter’s 
Recreation Ground on Saturday would see 
them leapfrog Wells, who are one point above 
them. 

Wanderers won 20-11 when the sides met in 
west Kent but Vas is taking nothing for grant¬ 
ed as his refreshed squad prepare for their 
first outing of 2010. 

He said: “They weren’t as strong up front as 
we perhaps expected but we know that we 
can’t kick away aimlessly - we must give 
them no room to move. We’ll cause problems 
for ourselves if we don’t put pressure on their 
front five.” 



NAIVE: Mark Butler says Margate must be 
'nastier' if they are to escape relegation 

’It's time for us to 
stop playing nice' 

MARK Butler said his Margate side 
were ‘too nice’ as Danny Hockton’s 
second-half goal sent them to a 1-0 
home defeat on Saturday. 

The Gate manager admitted 
Maidstone United were more street¬ 
wise in their approach as the visitors 
ground out the win to avenge Margate’s 
victory at Homelands on Boxing Day. 

He said: “Maidstone had more about 
them in terms of aggression. They were 
a little bit nastier than we were. We 
were a nice team on Saturday, there 
were plenty of tackles flying around but 
I can’t remember us making too many. 

‘We got a little bit desperate towards 
the end of the game, we went more ‘route 
one’ and we struggled to break them 
down. They sat further back and we did 
have a couple of chances at the end, 
where their keeper made three really 
good saves. Our performance was not as 
good as when we played them away.” 

Butler continues to search for his first 
home win since arriving at Hartsdown 
Park from Ashford Town (Middlesex) 
and is anxious to lead Margate away 
from the Ryman Premier drop zone. 

He also urged supporters to be realistic 
in their aspirations for the club, and 
stressed the financial restraints put on 
him regarding the signing of new players. 

“I’ve been here 12 weeks and we 
haven’t moved away from the relega¬ 
tion zone yet,” he said. “We’ve flirted 
with it, but we’re still fifth from bottom, 
back where we started. 

“Some people still think Margate is a 
Conference club, paying Conference 
wages and that is just not the case. 
Although Margate has the potential to 
be a big club again, we are not there at 
the moment. I don’t want people not to 
have hope, but right now we can’t pay 
the same sort of wages as Tonbridge or 
Maidstone.” 


PLEASE SEND YOUR 
SPORTS STORIES JW 
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DENIED: Blues midfielder Joe Healy was unable to find a way through as Margate started the New Year with a defeat at home to county rivals Maidstone United Picture dave stewart 

It's derby blues for Gate as 
home form woes continue 




■ BY Y0URTHANET REPORTER 


Margate 0 

Maidstone United 1 

Hockton 62 



MARGATE remain embroiled in 
the depths of the Ryman Premier 
relegation dogfight after Danny 
Hockton returned to sink his old 
club with Maidstone’s winning goal. 

A closely-fought derby game - the second 
between the sides in a week - was settled by 
Matt Reed’s goalkeeping clanger midway 
through the second-half. Reed failed to collect 
Nick Barnes’s right-wing corner and Hockton 
had the simplest of tasks to knock home the 
loose ball. 

Gate manager Mark Butler named the same 
side which won by an identical margin at 
Homelands on Boxing Day, with John Keister 
playing the sweeper role and Anthony Joseph 


continuing to partner Lloyd Blackman in attack. 

Defender Charlie Read, playing the last game 
of his loan spell before returning to Ebbsfleet 
United, volleyed Margate’s first chance over the 
crossbar in the 20th minute. 

Read was again involved in the attacking 
third moments later as he narrowly failed to 
connect with Joe Healy’s low centre as the hosts 
pressed for an opener. 

Hockton almost conjured up a fantastic goal 
seven minutes before the interval when the ball 
fell his way and he flashed a 20-yard volley nar¬ 
rowly wide of Reed’s post. 

Joseph was then denied early in the second- 
half when he ran onto Keister’s long ball but 
was dispossessed by Stones keeper Jamie 
Turner as he bore down on goal. 

The pair combined again to create Margate’s 
best opening - Joseph’s jinking run preceding 
Blackman’s shot which seem destined for the 
net until it hit the inside of the post and 
rebounded to the grateful Turner. 

Buoyed by the let-off, Maidstone began to 
assert themselves and the home side failed to 
clear their lines time and again. After Luke 
Wheatley had headed Jermaine Darlington’s 
cross behind, Barnes delivered and Reed hand¬ 
ed Hockton his big moment. 

Wayne Wilson could have levelled the scores 
almost immediately but his shot lacked power 


Margate starting XI 



Subs used: Wheatley (Read 30), Cliff (Joseph 88) 


and Turner was equal to it. Maidstone’s James 
Peacock was shown a second yellow card for 
dissent when he threw the ball away but the 
Blues were unable to make the man advantage 
count. 

The visitors, happy to hold onto their slender 
lead, put all ten men behind the ball and nulli¬ 
fied Gate’s attacking threat which dwindled as 
the game wore on. 

Margate could have snatched a point in the 
dying seconds when Healy struck a firm shot 
on target but Turner produced a fine stop to 
preserve his side’s lead and claim all three 
points. 

Margate hosted Tooting & Mitcham United 
at Hartsdown Park last night. Log on to 
www.yourthanet.co.uk for a match report. 
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Key backs Kent's plan to 
play Mionie' game at Oval 




■ BY GLENN PEARSON 


KENT skipper Rob Key believes the 
club’s decision to stage a Twenty20 
home game at the Brit Oval in the 
summer will help the county’s 
future recruitment of players. 

Hosting the Kent Spitfires’ T20 clash with 
old foes the Essex Eagles at the Oval in Surrey 
has predictably been met with a degree of 
scepticism from some of the club’s members, 
but Key has urged all Kent supporters to look 
at the bigger picture. 

The club hope the game, scheduled for July 
9, will bring in extra revenue during the coun¬ 
ty’s T20 campaign as they look to fill the 
23,500 capacity ground in Kennington. 

Key told this newspaper: “I think it’s fantas¬ 
tic, it’s obviously been in the pipeline for a few 
weeks and as captain I am aware of how 
important it is going to be from a financial 
point of view. For the last couple of years, like 
everywhere else, money has been hard to come 
by and to put out a decent team you need 
money as much as anything else and this 
could be a huge part of being able to compete. 

“There is always a big jigsaw puzzle trying to 
make the finances meet with the quality of 
player you want, so this could make life a lot 
easier, not just for the team we put out next 



FINANCE: Rob Key urges members to look at bigger picture 


year, but what we are able to provide for the 
next generation of Kent players coming 
through.” 

For some Kent supporters, however, the 
move to stage cricket outside the county for 
the first time in the club’s 168-year history is 
a further blow after Kent chiefs announced a 
57 per cent hike in membership last month to 
allow for the inclusion of T20 cricket. Some of 
the club’s members are hoping to get 100 
names on a petition to call for a Special 


General Meeting and the news that Kent will 
play a game in south London, instead of play- 
| ing at Canterbury or one of the county’s out- 
| grounds, has had a mixed response. 

Key, who signed a deal to stay at Kent at the 
end of last season, sympathises with support¬ 
ers but hopes they will back the club in its 
ambitious attempts to progress from being a 
second-tier county. 

“In the past we have been able to put a half 
decent side out and that is down to the mem¬ 
bership because we are one of the best sup¬ 
ported clubs in the country,” he said. 

“Without that we haven’t got a great deal, 
but hopefully they can see this is a good way of 
supporting us even more and really making a 
massive difference. We have to look at the big¬ 
ger picture - there are so many more positives 
than negatives to come out of this.” 

As the club embarks on an £8.2 million 
facelift for the St Lawrence Ground in 
Canterbury, three other T20 fixtures will be 
played at the county’s outgrounds. The 
Worsley Bridge Road ground in Beckenham 
will host fixtures against the Somerset Sabres 
and Surrey Brown Caps, while the hugely pop¬ 
ular Nevill in Tunbridge Wells stages the 
opening game of Kent’s T20 campaign against 
the Sussex Sharks. 

Key said: “Taking the games around the coun¬ 
ty keeps it fresh. T20 is a great product, but like 
anything you can overkill it. We played at 
Tunbridge Wells last year and it was a sell-out 
and when you play in front of a packed crowd it 
is a great feeling for the players.” 


FOOTBALL LEAGUE TABLES 


(Before last night's games) 

RYMAN PREMIER DIVISION 



P 

W 

D 

L 

GD 

Pt 

1 Dartford 

20 

16 

3 

1 

+41 

51 

2 Hastings United 

24 

12 

4 

8 

+8 

40 

3 Kingstonian 

22 

11 

3 

8 

+2 

36 

4 Wealdstone 

17 

9 

6 

2 

+5 

33 

5 Tooting & Mitcham 

20 

9 

4 

7 

+4 

31 

6 Sutton United 

20 

9 

3 

8 

+11 

30 

7 Maidstone United 

21 

8 

5 

8 

-1 

29 

8 Horsham 

19 

8 

4 

7 

+6 

28 

9 Canvey Island 

20 

8 

4 

8 

-1 

28 

10 Ashford Town (Middx) 

21 

7 

7 

7 

-3 

28 

11 Boreham Wood 

19 

8 

3 

8 

+4 

27 

12 AFC Hornchurch 

20 

7 

6 

7 

-1 

27 

13 Harrow Borough 

21 

7 

5 

9 

-3 

26 

14 Tonbridge Angels 

21 

7 

5 

9 

-5 

26 

15 Aveley 

19 

7 

4 

8 

+2 

25 

16 Hendon 

18 

7 

3 

8 

-1 

24 

17 Carshalton Athletic 

19 

6 

5 

8 

-7 

23 

18 Margate 

19 

6 

4 

9 

-11 

22 

19 Cray Wanderers 

23 

6 

4 

13 

-17 

22 

20 Bognor Regis Town 

21 

4 

7 

10 

-11 

19 

21 Billericay Town 

16 

4 

6 

6 

-5 

18 

22 Waltham Abbey 20 4 

RYMAN DIVISION ONE SOUTH 

5 

11 

-17 

17 

1 Folkestone Invicta 

21 

15 

5 

1 

+19 

50 

2 Worthing 

22 

14 

1 

7 

+17 

43 

3 Godaiming Town 

20 

12 

3 

5 

+15 

39 

4 Walton & Hersham 

21 

11 

4 

6 

+7 

37 

5 Croydon Athletic 

19 

10 

6 

3 

+21 

36 

6 Fleet Town 

20 

10 

3 

7 

+11 

33 

7 Ramsgate 

20 

9 

5 

6 

+7 

32 

8 Merstham 

21 

9 

5 

7 

-1 

32 

9 Chatham Town 

22 

9 

3 

10 

-6 

30 

10 Sittingbourne 

18 

8 

4 

6 

+7 

28 

11 Burgess Hill Town 

19 

8 

4 

7 

+2 

28 

12 Corinthian-Casuals 

21 

8 

3 

10 

-3 

27 

13 Whyteleafe 

21 

8 

2 

11 

+2 

26 

14 Dulwich Hamlet 

20 

6 

8 

6 

0 

26 

15 Leatherhead 

18 

7 

3 

8 

+4 

24 

16 Horsham YMCA 

22 

5 

9 

8 

-4 

24 

17 Metropolitan Police 

20 

5 

7 

8 

+3 

22 

18 Walton Casuals 

20 

6 

4 

10 

-7 

22 

19 Chipstead 

22 

5 

5 

12 

-14 

20 

20 Whitstable Town 

21 

5 

2 

14 

-27 

17 

21 Eastbourne Town 

22 

3 

7 

12 

-23 

16 

22 Ashford Town 

18 

2 

5 

11 

-30 

11 


FIXTURES 

(Saturday): Ryman Premier: Dartford v Margate; Ryman South: 
Ramsgate v Whyteleafe 


Tough times for Shepherd 
after exiting championships 



THERE was to be no fairytale for Kirk 
Shepherd at the 2010 PDC World Darts 
Championships as he exited meekly at the 
third-round stage. 

Mark Webster, who comfortably beat the 
24-year-old 4-1, went on to claim third place 
on his Alexandra Palace debut, but Shepherd 
now faces a tough year having dropped out of 
the world’s top-32. 

The Ramsgate-bom dartist, who strolled 
past American Scott Burnett in round one, 
then avenged his 2008 final defeat to John 
Part by seeing off the Canadian in five sets 
but in neither match was the Martial Dartist 
at his best. 

His low averages failed to climb significant¬ 
ly against Webster and the Welshman’s clin¬ 
ical finishing saw him race into a 3-0 lead 
without dropping a leg. 

Shepherd then took the fourth to regain a 
measure of respectability, but Webster 
regained his ruthless streak, pounding the 
treble 19 relentlessly and breaking 
Shepherd’s throw to seal victory. 

In a championships which saw the emer¬ 
gence of several new talents including Simon 
Whitlock and Co Stompe, some of the sport’s 
biggest names - Wayne Mardle, Peter 
Manley and Mervyn King - suffered early 
exits and Shepherd now finds himself at a 
crossroads. 

Since coming from nowhere to make his 
name two years ago, Shepherd has struggled 
to regain his form, and critics, while unani¬ 



mous in proclaiming his natural talent, have 
questioned his work ethic and desire. 

No longer a fixture at darts’ top table, 
Shepherd will have to qualify for the larger, 
more glamorous televised tournaments and 
it remains to be seen whether he will be back 
at the Ally Pally in December. 





CHALLENGE: Jim Ward is hoping to guide Ramsgate 
to victory over Whyteleafe at Southwood 

Ward ready to go 
against old boys 

RAMSGATE manager Jim Ward will be up 
against two familiar faces when his side 
host Whyteleafe at Southwood this week¬ 
end. 

Ryan Royston and Steffan Ball both 
played in the red of Ramsgate under Ward’s 
stewardship, but the pair will be keen to get 
Whyteleafe’s promotion push back on track 
while derailing their old boss in the process. 

Will Graham scored the only goal when 
Ramsgate won 1-0 in Surrey at the start of 
the season and another victory could take 
them to within one place of the play-off 
places. 

Ward said: “They’ve got a couple of my ex¬ 
players, Ryan and Steffan, they’ve both won 
things for me and they’ll have a point to 
prove. It makes life more difficult for me 
and although I want them both to do well, 
I’ve got to work out how to keep them quiet 
on Saturday. 

‘Whyteleafe will make life difficult for us, 
they’ll get men behind the ball. We know 
exactly where we are in the play-off race 
and we know what we’ve got to do.” 

Ramsgate’s game at Whitstable Town 
was frozen off last Saturday, four days after 
their fixture at Ashford Town also fell foul 
of the big freeze. Ward used the opportuni¬ 
ty to field nine first-teamers in the reserves’ 
3-3 with Beckenham at Southwood and the 
manager sympathised with the Oystermen. 

He said: “It was more frustrating for 
Whitstable because they lost out on the rev¬ 
enue from a crowd of 300-400 and they 
could have done with that money. Most of 
my lads got a game for the reserves so we 
didn’t really lose out. 

“However, the three games we’ve had 
postponed have all been away and we’ve got 
to play them all in midweek. Ashford and 
Whitstable are not so bad, but Fleet’s a long 
way to go on a Tuesday night.” 


VIEW THIS CLIP ON 

yourkenttv.co.uk 

LOCALITY! online 




Watch the Invicta Dynamos in action - 
the county's premier ice hockey club 
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Glass Dining Table 
with 4 Faux Leather Chairs 

RRP £500 


Now Only £229 
Save Over £270 



Leather Bed 

RRP £350 


Now Only £149 
Save Over £200 



Turin Sofa Bed 

RRP £500 


Now Only £249 
Save Over £250 





Hercules Corner Suite 
with Storage Chaise 

RRP £1000 

Now Only £299 
Save Over £700 



F=l 



Metal Frame Beds 

RRP £120 

Now Only £49 
Save Over £70 


Italian Leather Suite RRP £2000 Now Only £1199 
Oriana Leather Recliner Suite RRP £2499 Now Only £1599 
Grace Corner Suite RRP £900 Now Only £349 
Faux Leather Bed RRP £350 Now Only £149 
Orthopaedic Divan Bed RRP £350 Now Only £179 


FACTORY OUTLET 


100% Memory Foam Mattress RRP £450 Now Only £189 

Divan Beds from £79 

Mattresses from £39 

Suites from £299 

Coffee Tables from £49 



CALL US NOW ON 01843 595576 

19-25 HIGH ST, ST. LAWRENCE, RAMSGATE, KENT CT11 0QW 
(NEXT TO ST LAWRENCE CHURCH) 


Opening times: Monday to Saturday 9am-5pm, Sunday 10am - 4pm. 

















